Mother Teresa's Pray Pagel of 37

~*~ Mother Teresa's Prayer ~*~

People are often unreasonable, illogical, and csitered;
...Forgive them anyway.

If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfigterior motives;
...Be kind anyway.

If you are successful, you will win some falseiids and some true enemies;
...Succeed anyway.

If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you;
...Be honest and frank anyway.

What you spend years building, someone could destrernight;
...Build anyway.

If you find serenity and happiness, they may béojes
...Be happy anyway.

The good you do today, people will often forget torow;
...Do good anyway.

Give the world the best you have, and it may néeeenough;
...Give the world the best you've got anyway.

You see, in the final analysis, it is between yod &od;
It was never between you and them anyway.

MOTHER TERESA

The myth created in 1969 by Malcolm Muggeridge Ieesn fiercely protected and amplified by the warldiealthiest and
mightiest—but with not inconsiderable help from ket Teresa herself. If you want to know about e Mother Teresa,
you may read some sample chapters of my |

The Mother of All Myths

Itis relevant that | am Calcuttan born, bred addcated. Please note that my work is factual anallwkvidence-based. |
am neither a leftist nor a Hindu, hence my brigfegher ideological nor religious. But THE CELEBRKON OF
UNTRUTH SHOULD NOW STOP

You will find some rabble-rousing in my
other web page if you have the stomach for 1
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E-mail Aroup Chatterjee :truthweb@writeme.com

SUBMISSION BEFORE THE COMMITTEE FOR BEATIFICATION/ANONISATION OF MOTHER TERESA

Being a lay person not versed in ecclesiasticatgutares, | am not eminently suited to make a fown&kchnical depositio
before the Committee. However, | have had a keemast in Mother Teresa for the last few yearstand researched her
operations, perhaps more thoroughly than anyoreirlthe world. And, as somebody born, broughtngbeducated in
Calcutta, | feel I am in a unique situation to off®idence to the Committee. The Committee may somme at any time t
appear personally before it to offer evidencesbalut my audio visual evidence at the dispos#t®@Committee should it
want to consult them.

Over the years | have been dismayed at the distceggaetween Mother Teresa's words and her deed)exe | present
some of them. Mother Teresa had said many thousardsees in her life that she "pick[ed] up" peofilem the streets of
Calcutta. She expounded on it at length in her NBbee acceptance speech.

Her order did (and does) not "pick up" destitutesitf Calcutta's streets. They do not provide an damoe service for the
city's poorest of the poor. If one rings the Kalighome for the dying destitute, one is told cutdlying 102 (the Calcutta
Corporation ambulance line) so that a Corporatieicie would bring the destitute to Kalighat.

| believe that Mother Teresa had deliberately ndishke world in her assertions about "picking upstiates from the streets
of Calcutta in order to bolster her own image drat of her faith. Her failure to provide vehicleghflst continually claimin
to do so) is even more significant because shékad donated a number of ambulance vehicles. Tresgsed mainly
(though not solely) as vans to ferry nuns, ofteand from places of prayer. | believe that thisstitutes an abuse of other
people's trust in her.

Mother Teresa is on record in various publicatipmstten by her friends and followers) as havinglghat her order fed
4000, 5000, 7000 or 9000 people in Calcutta everytie figures are not chronologically incrementatjo not know what
she meant by feeding that number, but the fact iresthat her soup kitchens (numbering between twebthree) in Calcutta
did (does) not feed more than 300 people dailyefgegous over-estimate). The Committee should als®into account the
"food cards" that poor people must possess to bgdion in at least one soup kitchen. The Commisteould note that such
cards are not easy to come by for the poor, artd/iittaally all Christians in a particular slum refood cards, when hardly
any of the poor from the other religions have th&his policy gives the lie to Mother Teresa's asses that she treated the
poor from all faiths equally. On the issue of kiaward Catholicism, | would also like to tell th@@mittee that worship
inside Mother Teresa's homes is solely Catholid, rman<Catholic worship is not at all permitted thereimiS practice shou
be judged in the context of a minute proportiothef residents in her homes in Calcutta being ofatholic faith. 1 would
like to draw the Committee's attention to MotheréBa's frequent pronouncement: "I help a Hinduetmlne a better Hind
a Muslim to become a better Muslim....." etc. Thactice of denying poor people under her careitite to worship their
own god(s) can be judged as harsh and demeaning.

Mother Teresa once said, "If there are poor omtben, we will go there." She said many times that sever refused
anybody who needed help. In reality however, hdeopperated strict exclusion criteria in theireséibn of who to help ar
who not to. Mother Teresa's order did (does) nti Aeybody, no matter how poor or helpless, who déamily member of
any kind -- what they term a "family case".

One of Mother Teresa's slogans had been ,"Brinthateunwanted child." In her Nobel Prize speechsstié, "Let us bring
the child back. ....... What have we done for thiideh.......... Have we really made the childremtea?" If the Committee
examines what Mother Teresa had done for strekdrehi (in Calcutta), it may find that she fell shof optimal standard.
Despite her assertions, she did not operate am"dper" policy at her homes for the poor, includfagpoor children. A
very poor and very ill child would not be offeredljp unless the parents signed (or thumb-printédjra of renunciation
signing over the rights of the child to her orgatiisn. | have video evidence of such a case hapgemi the doorstep of
Mother Teresa's orphana
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The Committee may also want to interview streeldcan from around Mother House who were repeatesfprted to the
police by Mother Teresa's nuns for "pestering”ifgmers who came to visit the "living saint”. | havideo interviews with
such children, which the Committee may like to adns

In her famous letter written in 1978 to the thediaém Prime Minister Morarji Desai in protest agaitie curbing of
Christian missionary activities, Mother Teresa nred that she operated "102 centres" of naturailyain Calcutta. The
Committee should heed that such centres do nat &kie Committee should also note that in her N&lvde speech Moth
Teresa had said that in 6 years in Calcutta there 61,273 babies less" born because of her argamin's natural family
planning activities. There is no basis whatevetli@ statistic, and it was disingenuous of Motheresa to mention it in her
Nobel Prize speec

In the April 1996 issue of the US magazine Ladiesnd Journal, Mother Teresa said that she wantditiike the poor in
her home for the dying destitute in Kalighat. Tisi® very outrageous statement indeed. By theinatidhad numerous in-
patient medical treatments in some of the mostmsipe clinics around the world. This includes tleeigs Clinic in La
Jolla, California and the Gemelli Hospital in Ror8ée also had numerous treatments at Calcutta'siMfuts and Belle
Vue Clinics, which are outside the reach of 99%ndifa’s population. She also received (on numeoagsasions)
sophisticated and expensive cardiac treatmentsalatita's Birla Heart Institute.

When Mother Teresa died, she was surrounded ibé@noom by sophisticated and expensive cardia@ewgrit, which had
been specially fitted for her. Such privilege isiaiyy granted to kings, presidents and dictatoreeter such exclusive
facilities befit a future Saint is for the Comméte decide, but | would ask it to take note ofwhéee discrepancy between
Mother Teresa's deeds and her pronouncements.

In 1984 Mother Teresa (publicly) declined the offécataract surgery from the St Francis Medicait@ein Pittsburgh,
USA, telling the media that she could not possésgept the £5000 treatment; but the very next skeaihad the same
surgery (which cost even more) in St Vincent's Hiasp New York.

| think Mother Teresa (or anybody else) should ingzéhe best possible medical treatment, but steglytfailed giving her
residents (at least in Calcutta) the minimum digaitd treatment -- despite her vast resourcesragidents at Kalighat
were denied beds -- they were forced to lie on haok®, known by her order as "pallets”. They wereatiowed to get up
from their pallets and stretch themselves. Theydarged visits from friends and relatives -- indéeely would not be
admitted in the first place if they had any relaivThey are forced to defaecate and urinate coraliguithey are given
only the simplest possible treatments, such aslsipginkillers for the intractable pain of termiiyaill residents. Gloves ar
more importantly, needles are routinely re-usedmdieadly diseases are rife within this populatlbhas to be borne in
mind that the home for the dying in Calcutta issayvsmall operation, catering to less than 100 fgeeps it not legitimate
to expect a minimum decent standard for these ople? What does the Committee think?

Except for adequate and simple food, the reginteérhome is very harsh indeed -- some would cdkfitumanising; apart
from the above points mentioned, | would like tawlrattention of the Committee to the compulsorysigof the heads of
residents, including of female ones. The Commistazuld take cognisance of the particular importdndean women
(however poor or destitute) attach to long hair.

One could perhaps overlook the medical facilitieKalighat (although the Committee should not ppehignore such

dismal standards from a woman with such resoulngsyvhere Mother Teresa failed was in providingimum "Love" and
dignity for her residents, despite her numerousndahat she did so. Mother Teresa's motto had Héen did it to me",
implying the suffering of Jesus; she said many s$ifnew "beautiful” suffering and pain were. Howesbke had one standard
for herself and another one for her residents.tghself had never declined painkillers or anaegthet

Mother Teresa, although protesting to live a lifeitber humility and suffering, frequently travedléhe world in the luxury
class of aeroplanes, which is outside of the redel but the super wealthy. Granted she did @yt for her travels (the
airlines usually did), but | believe her travelsreva waste of resources, undertaken as they wesdynfior religious
purposes. The majority of her journeys -- includihg last foreign travel of her life that begarMay 1997 -- were to
oversee the vow taking of her nuns. She would sl frequently to the Vatican to meet up witk ffope -- indeed on
most of her international travels she would breakiey at the Vatican, sometimes twice -- onwaudl r@turn. Can the
Committee justify such frequent and expensive igafa reasons of religion by a woman who alwaysnoked that she was
utterly devoted to the cause of the poor? Occalljow&ien on board the first class section of aropkme, Mother Teresa
would ask for food to be given her so that sheatake them to the poor. This would impress thesarad her and would
imply that she never did anything that would detfemm the cause of the poor -- thereby she wouddiage to camouflage
the real purpose of her luxurious travels whichevgmnecessary, at least for the interests of the pavould urge the
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Committee to take into account Mother Teresa'sctdfsmns which were adopted (perhaps unwittinglyydause deception
and bolster image.

Although always protesting that she knew nothingualpolitics, Mother Teresa voted in electionsndia, as acknowledged
by the Catholic author Eileen Egan in one of Motheresa's official biographies Such A Vision of Bteeet. She also made
sure that her nuns all voted. Here again, we dtegea discord between words and deeds.

In the matter of politics, the most serious isdwa tan raised about Mother Teresa's actions washar support of the St
of Emergency in India (1975 - 77). This was a tinieen demaocratic rights were suspended in Indiatlhodsands of
activists (both social and political) were detaingthout trial. Other crimes, much more heinousfeveommitted by the
erstwhile government. The Committee should takéqaar note of the forced sterilisation programri@spoor men) that
were undertaken during this period. And yet, Mofheresa issued the State of Emergency a certifafeapproval
(acknowledged in the above official biography) &dghher friend the then Prime Minister Indira Gaindiine Committee
should decide if such action befits a potentiahEaihe Committee should particularly considerwasy Mother Teresa
intervened in politics in this instance and compavéth her (political) intervention during the gsage of the Freedom of
Religion Bill in the Indian parliament in 1978. time first instance when human rights were threatesiee aided and abetted
the powers that were threatening them; in the stawstance when Catholic rights were threatenedsdde a strident
protest. One could not have criticised her if shé remained silent on both occasions.

The Committee should also take into account Molleesa's wooing of the media, which was often sgkcThere are a |
of media persons (primarily in India) who may tBsto that effect. | have interviews with such peowhich the Committee
may like to consult. | am aware that the help efitiedia is essential in the running of an inteameti organisation such as
the Missionaries of Charity and | certainly do tlohk it was unreasonable of Mother Teresa to ealish help, but she
always publicly maintained that she detested pitblic

The word "saint" in the broad sense implies a perbo is uniquely kind and charitable; somebodywabmeanness and
pettiness, somebody who does not publicise their d@eds and achievements, at least does not exagdfeem. Mother
Teresa was a kind and charitable person, but whelieewas an exceptional in this regard is a madtahe Committee to
decide. | strongly urge the Committee to not sintpdyguided by what she said, but look beyond ®ia¢. was an exceptiol
Catholic -- indeed much (if not most) of the resms of her organisation was spent on religiouyisiets, such as in the
training of nuns, novices, Brothers and priests, iarthe upkeep of establishments which are exadlgsinunneries and
Brothers' houses. When Mother Teresa told jourtsalés she did very often during her life) how mastablishments she
ran around the world, she never made it clearalatge number of these housed nuns and Brothdr&/ere not homes for
the poor.

In this context, Mother Teresa's fund raising fnpeeople of dubious reputation needs to be mentiohedive an example,
in 1991 she received a very large sum of money f@arles Keating, who had stolen most or all &fatn the American
public, many of them people of modest means. Afeaiting's arrest, Mother Teresa steadfastly refteesden acknowled
requests from the authorities to return the mobég.she think that she was above earthly lawsRdfrhoney had been
returned, some of Keating's poor investors wholiessh deceived could have been repaid. Mother Teregpc was that sl
was using rich people's ill-gotten money to help loor. Such logic is perverse, not only becausersts knowingly
handling stolen money, but also because much ofhtlbaey was being spent not on the poor but fontiréuring of her
faith.

If the Committee wants to confer sainthood on Moiheresa for being an exceptional Catholic, thedaabt such honour
is deserved. If on the other hand, sainthood iseslbimg the Committee would confer on somebody vehelso more than
ordinarily honest, "humble", dedicated to the pdiae of falsehoods and above all a person of uniategrity, then in my
opinion Mother Teresa falls short of a being a sigrexample.

Finally I would ask the Committee whether it wodlal justice to the memory and spirit of Mother Tareswho had such
visceral opposition to abortion in any circumstanc® be called "Saint Teresa of Calcutta", fotdQ#a is one of the
world's most pro abortion cities, where hundredmsfitutions (one of them not that many yards filglother House) offer
abortion (virtually) on demand.

CHAPTER 1
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"She rushes in to places where we would never go"

On 11 October 1995, prostitutes in a certain quaft€alcutta came out in force; they cajoled aodxed passers-by for
money, but not in return for the usual favours. §mme reason, they had decided to don white cibetsype worn by
doctors, and they made a strange and surreal inmp#u midst of the hectic Calcutta street. Eacthem had a large
collection tin in her hand, which was rattled vigasly as the ladies walked along this congesteeisin north Calcutta.

The sex workers were collecting money for floodivis. In September devastating floods had strugjelareas of West
Bengal, the state in India of which Calcutta is ¢hagital. What made the floods especially poigneas its timing -- it had
come just before the biggest festival of 70 millladian Bengalees, the spectacular Durga Pujoodlgh in Indian terms,
the number of casualties was small, with 200 dezahf of them from snake bites, as is often the dasieg floods, when
snakes and humans climb up to the same elevatiwrg than three million people were made homelesisd villages
surrounding Calcutta. In pure financial terms, lthes was estimated at Rs 1050 million.

The stories of loss and suffering moved milliomgluding the sex workers. One of them, Uma Marskit to
newspapermen, "How can we call ourselves humae iflan't come to the aid of suffering people inrtheur of need?
Those who have lost everything in the floods caadily be the members of our own families." SanRaal, who could not
read or write, but had come to know of the devastahrough television, said, "Although | don't penally know anybody
who has been affected by the floods, we believargesery much part of a wider community, and sejas almost natural
for us to come out to help." 1

The sex workers' collection drive was jointly orgsa by the Institute of Health and Hygiene, thenWéa's Co-ordination
Committee and a neighbourhood club, the Ward ndvVid@& Sangha. This was merely one of the many hedfslof
collection drives and relief measures organisethbycitizens of Calcutta, operations that stanteSéptember and that las
almost six months. Schools, colleges, offices, r&ses, restaurants and individuals all chippetltia.only organisation
that did not feature was the Missionaries of Clgatite multinational charity headed by Mother Tareghe person who has
become synonymous with Calcutta in the eyes oibigd. Mother Teresa's absence in the relief opmratwas not
conspicuous in Calcutta. Strange though it may seeamon-Calcuttan, her order is not known towhioits lot in these
circumstances. In Calcutta, she was known to uallersmall niche activities, for which she was galihetiked and her
order is well-regarded.

During the aftermath of the floods, in DecemberewhVest Bengal was still reeling from the effeMsther Teresa
travelled to USA. She made a highly successfut wsPeoria, lllinois, and when she arrived at$télary's Cathedral, she
drove the crowds wild with devotion and delighteStaid her usual lines, which she had said hunaretitses before:

| was hungry and you gave me to eat,

| was thirsty, and you gave me to drink,

| was naked, and you clothed me,

| was homeless and you took me in,

| was sick and in prison and you visited me.

This is exactly what the Missionaries of Charitg doing 24 hours.

Mother's stopover at Peoria was to oversee theviageof vows by seven nuns of her Missionaries bafty. She had hac
long association with the Diocese of Peoria, ardibeen "adopted"” by the Peoria Diocesan Coundllatholic Women wa
back in 1958, who had donated $300000 to her cansashe years. After her speech, Mother madenanuncement that
she would present a "medal” to each of the 75Mhgtomngregation in the cathedral. All were reduekars, and many
actually swooned when receiving their medal. Onthein later said, "My personal impression: Very, oery tiny, very
humble. There is something about this woman thHagbrgrown men to their knees. She has gained pdpuhot by
manipulating the media with sound-bytes but by isgrthe poorest of the poor in places we would ngee She is truly a
living saint! ............ An air of HOLINESS fillethe cathedral.”

Shortly after the medal ceremony, Mother Teredzblgprivate aeroplane, as she had arrived, prelsiyni@a visit "places wt
would never go".:
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Although she never lifted a finger during the 19@%ds, in a fairly recent interview with Lucindaaxtiey, Mother Teresa
had mentioned working during floods in Calcuttaa€itteristically however, she does not providedetgils about time
and place: "For instance, when a large area ndauttawas flooded and washed away, 1200 familieeveft stranded
with nothing. Sisters from Shishu Bhavan, and aisthers worked all night, taking them supplies affdring shelter."3
This may well have been true on a single occadionthis is definitely not the usual nature of thark of the Missionaries
of Charity. The world however would assume, readiaginterview, that Mother jumped in headlong atural disasters in
and around Calcutta.

During the fifty-one years that Mother Teresa hadrbdoing charity in Calcutta, there were abouized very major floods
near Calcutta, with hundreds to thousands dyingami occasion. The city itself was flooded quitevatimes, paralysing
urban life, and badly affecting the poor of the/c@inly during one of those floods, did Mother Ta®ffer some kind of
help. | do not belittle that assistance, modesaghat was. It is however characteristic of theeBam mythology that, that
one occasion has become symbolic of her workis-anly fair that her inaction during the otherdtts should receive at
least some emphasis.

On 13 July 1995, Shahida, a 16 year old motherarfeayear old child, got badly burnt. Shahida usdive in the
Dnarapara slum, which surrounds Mother Teresais BPraan centre in Calcutta. She had great difficuiiting to get herse
admitted into a state hospital; there were no lasdssual. In the end she managed to get into tH MNiBspital, a state
hospital. She was thrown out in less than threeksdeefore her wounds had started to heal. Shadtitiave the financial
means to get private medical care -- in India, éhermiddle classes cannot quite afford privateioiee. So she picketed
Calcutta Corporation in protest. She set herselfiiuptent in front of the Victorian red brick bdithg of Calcutta
Corporation. She lay there a few weeks, while itidf@cwas slowing seeping into her burns. While tnesband was at
football matches and her father was busy sellindg, fher mother sat with her, crying silently, clidd the baby.

Shahida failed to move the hearts of the Calcuttgo@ration officials. Finally, a Corporation work&onnasi Das, took pit
and contacted Dr Amitabha Das, from the charity HEBr Das had this to say, "Though the immunitypafement
dwellers is high, bacteraemia and other infectimmdd set in any time and she will die. She ne&é@sgrafting, otherwise
she will develop contracture, that is, her calvédbget stuck to her lower thighs." The painkilldds Das prescribed Shahit
still on the pavement, did not quite help: "Thenpigiso great and even when | try to sit up, blvmkles down my legs."

During her various representations for assistastoe appealed to Mother Teresa for financial h&she could buy private
care. (Contrary to international mythology, MotA@resa does not have a hospital in Calcutta). Shappealed to the
Missionaries of Charity not because they are arabport of call for helpless Calcuttans, but bessathey were one of the
many she approached, and also because, beingtimeium beside Prem Daan, she was a neighboueio$.tifhe appeal
went up to Mother directly who very consideratedked her nuns "to look into the matter".

Shahida was swiftly turned down by the Missionaage€harity, because she was "not destitute enqugh;' she was "a
family case", a clause regularly applied during\bting of indigents by the Missionaries of Chaiit India; the
organisation is ever watchful that "family cases"nit slip in.

Finally Shahida's fortunes turned. On 30 August,shs accepted by the Islamia Hospital, for frée Rotary Club of
Calcutta also made a modest financial contributiovard her treatment. She was given adequate odre@atment, and w
nursed in a private room. She improved, and witlaiyis she was throwing tantrums like any other &6 péd. By this time
she had begun to make headlines, and the entrbreiathed a sigh of relief.

On 21 October 1995, Shahida died, leaving behibaky. Her death made headline news in Calcuttarenpevement
dwellers and slum dwellers are dispensable.

Everybody blamed the government and the corporatisriheir heartlessness and lack of facilitiesbidy pointed a
recriminatory finger at Mother Teresa, as she isseen in Calcutta as a saviour. The world howsees her as such, and
Mother Teresa has done a great deal over thedastiécades to make the world think that way.

Shahida's unfortunate tale did not end with hetldess she left behind her baby daughter MarjinaMBy next year, it was
apparent that Marjina, who was now 16 months cdd, tuberculosis. The charity HEAL again chippewith moderate
assistance, but medicines had to be bought. Thgsgtandmother Jubeida, was getting more and ohesperate by the
day. The baby's father Ziarul (the late Shahidasbhnd) was an occasional street vendor, and glthfmund of the baby,
could not be trusted uponbesides he was often in prison. Jubeida was gedfiprehensive over the baby's long term ft
and was reluctant to take the responsibility oftheogirl child, who had to be married off in dumiucse. She decided
adoption was the best option, and Ziarul also tehity agreed. | am not aware if Jubeida went liladke Missionaries ¢
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Charity, but | know that the organisation did notre forward with help of any kind.

Mother Teresa herself was far too busy for suchdane happenings in Calcutta, for the United Statespreparing for
presidential elections, and in May 1996, she afind herself in Washington D.C. On 1 June 1996,rabt the Republicz
candidate Bob Dole (the US Catholics' consensudidate) to exhort him to run the election on anmexe anti-abortion
platform. The intimate details of this private (Imat doubt political) meeting have not been maddiputut Mr Dole found
the living saint "inspirational" and in possessadria good sense of humour", and of "not a badrass card". Mother
Teresa gave Mr Dole, his wife Elizabeth, and hisgitder Robin "miraculous medals”, and also a daatlirread:

The fruit of silence is prayer
The fruit of prayer is faith
The fruit of faith is love

The fruit of love is service
The fruit of service is peace

Mother Teresa is a woman of passion where aboigiooncerned. This frail woman would often travébaer the world to
prevent individual cases of abortion -- | do nobwnif faith can move mountains, but it obvious thaian and did move
living saints. As far as disasters in India arecawned however, the saint had proved surprisinghg ko move -- when |
look at local and national disasters in Calcutta kdlia, | can find very few indeed where Motherd&sa had gone in to
help.

In December 1984, three and a half thousand peligdein Bhopal from inhaling toxic gas, leaked bg multinational giar
Union Carbide, in the worst industrial accidentld has ever seen. The number of people actaéfbgted cannot be
logged as the effects are long-standing and fugarerations would probably continue to suffer.

Mother Teresa, whose pasbel reputation within India was then very higdeed, rushed in to Bhopal like an internati
dignitary. Her contribution in Bhopal has beconlegend: she looked at the carnage, nodded grawedg times and said,
say, forgive." There was a stunned silence in tltBeance. She took in the incredulity, nodded agaial repeated, "l say,
forgive". Then she quickly wafted away, like viaijiroyalty. Her comments would have been somewlsdfipd if she had
sent in her Missionaries of Charity to help in avgy. But to come in unannounced, and make an iitsensomment like
that so early on, was nothing short of an insuthevdead and suffering. In the wider world howeher image became ev
more enhanced, as she was seen even more likeQlessis who would turn the other cheek, althougkhis instance the
cheek was not hers. People in Bhopal were not aiitse said that the only reason Mother escapsdgoseriously heckle
was by dint of being an elderly woman.

Mother Teresa's propaganda machinery handled hepdlrip in the following way:

As she was present to the agony of Calcutta, amtdbfindia’s other great cities, so Mother Temsaa present to the angu
of Bhopal, a city four hundred miles to the souttelhi, when a cloud of smoke enveloped a crowslach on the night of
December 3, 1984. The Missionaries of Charity, Wwad long been working in Bhopal, escaped being gntioa victims
because the death-bringing gas was blown by thd imia different direction....... Even while theadewere being cremated
or buried, Mother Teresa rushed to Bhopal with teafmMissionaries of Charity to work with the Sistalready on the
scene. "We have come to love and care for thosemnadst need it in this terrible tragedy”, said Matfieresa, as she went
from centre to centre, from hospital to hospitaitimg afflicted people.5

This is an extremely clever play of words, as "Mwtiieresa was present to the anguish of Bhopalhsiiéarally that;
"teams of Missionaries of Charity" means the couwfleuns who accompanied Mother to Bhopal; butvibrd "work" is
employed in a very broad sense. "The Missionari€harity (who) had long been working in Bhopal'hiswever entirely
true, as they have had a small but neat home &iitdies (called "Nirmal Hriday", like the one iralCutta) for many years.

Another of Mother's biographies has a photographwith the following caption: "Helping A Survivasf the Chemical
Leak at Bhopal, December 1984"

The photograph concerned shows Mother daintilyriffea marigold flower to a woman moribundly lyimga hospital bec
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"Helping" no doubt, but not in the sole sense thatworld would expect of Mother Teresa.

The September 30,1993 Latur earthquake in the webtdian state of Maharashtra, is the biggestrahtlisaster -- though
not in terms of deaths alone -- in the historyrafia. 8000 people died and five million lost theimes and all their
possessions. Over two hundred NGOs rushed in i Aetl many are working to this day, as the remgldf a large
district, both physically and emotionally, can talexades. Many charities have come forward to Hgttebuild entire
villages from the rubble they had been reducedlt@. government has already put in a special gfaRs@ billion.

The world obviously thinks Mother Teresa had putlieart and hands into the operation, as it ingtiely assumes that in
any disaster in India, especially of that magnifusdhee would have a presence, if not the biggestme Missionaries of
Charity never came to Latur. (Neither had they giondttarkashi in the foothills of the Himalayasheve an earthquake had
killed 1500 people on 20 October 1991.)

Stock-taking of the earthquake in Latur took a feaanths, and rebuilding began in full earnest araiamtliary 1994 and
around February Mother Teresa got preoccupiedwiterweighty matters -- when the process of re-ingladvas going on
in full swing she had been obliged yet again, tmedo the United States, this time to the counsyjgeme court in order to
file a "friend-of-theeourt" brief for one Alexander Loce. Mr Loce haceheonvicted of trespassing into an abortion clin
stop his estranged ex fiancee from having an abortihis indictment had not been heavy, but he did apjeit little did he
know when he did so, that he would have a saiat@sdefendant. While in Washington DC, Mother dtsik the
opportunity to appear on television before the Angar nation along with the President and the Viessigent.She
mesmerised the nation in her National Prayer Basdldpeech where she talked about the evils ofameytion and
abortion, and about charity -- Latur was many tlaoals of miles away.

Alexander Loce and Shahida Khatun -- two people,werlds. One literate, well off, living in suburb&lew Jersey, the

other an illiterate, teenage mother living in add#ia slum, daughter of a Bihari Muslim immigrardgrker. Is this not the
scenario that Michael J Farrell, editor of Amesdsational Catholic Reporter, was alluding to whertalked about two

different strands of "human evolution" -- one drioan in the US, the other a "poor man in a baeesin Calcutta, who,
unable to hack it any more, lies down and dieseth&ps, unlike Shahida Khatun, Mr Loce was noaafly case".

The government of India came in for criticism fairg tardy in spending the $246 million loan thatad received from the
World Bank for the rebuilding of Latur, but nobodgmmented on the inaction on the part of the Missiies of Charity,
whose assets (just the Indian slice of them) agesimilar value.

The summer of 1994 found Mother Teresa of Calcuit&alcutta for a few months; in October she defte again for
another punishing schedule of instructing the wabdut the values of prayer, humility and chardyg most importantly,
about the blight of abortion; fund-raising was atsothe (undisclosed) agenda. This time she decmethke the Vatican
her first stop, as she often had done on her iatemmal whistle stops. While she was passing thndBgmbay catch her
plane for Rome, authorities in Bombay got hold ef &nd got her to present the deeds of some navilhyhouses in Latur 1
some of the villagers who had lost their dwelliigshe earthquake the authorities at the time were coming in for enanc
more international criticism for being slow androly in spending the World Bank loan, and they haigdaly presumed that
having Mother Teresa present the deeds would attraevorld's attention to the government's wottke World however
presumed otherwise -- looking at pictures of Motheresa bending down humbly to present the pagdrsuses to
villagers, they very naturally thought that Motlherself had been instrumental in building thosesksuThe international
Catholic media was not going to let this opportyiait getting free publicity at the expense of tliwernment of India and
the World Bank slip from their grasp -- "All In Ady's Work for Mother Teresa" was how they captioktedher's photo
with the villagers.

The world media have little appetite for factshey never told the story of how the readers ofraliain newspaper (the
Malayalam Manorama)collected Rs 20.61 million fog arthquake victims and got architect Laurie Béko lives in
India) to rebuild villages. They never reportedtthlthough Latur is a thousand miles from Calcttia, Calcutta based
Hindu charity the Ramakrishna Mission and numef@hisstian charities have worked ceaselessly ini.aithen on 18
December 1995, the chief editor of Malayalam Man@édanded over the keys to 163 reconstructed hooidhs villagers
of Banegaon at a ceremony at Killari, the epiceafrihe earthquake, it did not even make headlevesnin India.

On 20 August 1995, a week before Mother's 85tthtay, 200 people died in the Ferozepur rail crasr Delhi. Mother's
contribution? -- Special prayers on her birthdaptivr never forgot to pray for victims, but did shié slip up once -- in
October 1979, after her Nobel award was annourthed;orporation of Calcutta gave her a civic reiogptOn 23 October,
the eve of the reception, three carriages of agzhtiain plunged into the Hooghly river at JangjpuiWest Bengal itself,
hardly 100 miles from Calcutta, killing 350 peopléother forgot to mention the victims in her speéwé following
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evening, -- possibly from excitement about her ingbig trip to Oslo.

On 11 September 1995, 22 children (13 girls andy&died in an explosion hardly 40 miles from Qéte in West Benga
Howrah district, where the Missionaries of Charégpecially Missionary Brothers of Charity havamyish centre. The
children were making fireworks for the forthcomifegtive season in an illegal factory. 18 more akitdwere seriously
injured. The youngest dead was 9 year old Sheikhidll& The factory solely employed children (15Ga@rem) who
worked from 6am to 6 pm for an average weekly wafges 65 per week. In this particular instancedhidren were
making "chocolate bombs" (so called because thgithdhl crackers are wrapped in aluminium foil ligeces of chocolate

The explosion destroyed a third of the large factarilding and rocked the whole village of Hatuffaiees were uprooted
and concrete pillars along with children's bodiesermossed up in the air and landed in a nearbg.@abera Bibi lost all
her four children.10

The incident caused some stir in Calcutta, possiblg result if guilt pervading the middle clas$eisywhose entertainment

the fireworks were obviously destined. There iglhaa family (of middle class and above) in Indibigh has not employed
a child servant at some point. In India child satsand child labourers (there are 55 million @&it) remain nameless but

after the Haturia incident the Calcutta newspatmok the unusual step of publishing the names ged af all the dead and
injured children.

There are at least two dozen organisations in Iwdiking to eliminate the ancient tradition of e¢hibour and child
slavery. They have achieved much but there is @ Veay to go. The South Asian Coalition of ChildierServitude
(SACCS) even organised two long marches, in 19931894, one from the east to the west of the cgutite other from
north to south -no mean feat, considering the size of the nati@hthe climatic conditions. Nobody expected Motheres:
to speak out against the practice of child labasiit would be too political for her. Furthermohe t'antislavery movemen
is tainted by a substantial leftist presence. Siteflequently said, "We are not concerned aboutdluse of a problem, we
look after the effects.” The village of Haturia paps to be half an hour's drive from Mother Teses@wrah centre, where
large number of her Brothers learn to be good @aris. Their contribution towards the "effects'tioé carnage? -- You
ought to have guessed by now.

On the eve of Christmas eve 1995, in the northediah town of Mandi Dabwali, not very far from Delth200 children
were celebrating their end of school term withangiparty in a marquee at the rather inappropyiataimed Rajiv Marriage
Palace. Presumably as a result of a short cirttiitmarquee caught fire around 2 pm. From the fuamedrom the resulting
stampede, 360 children died along with 50 adulken&families were totally wiped off. The local hitafs did not have the
means to cope with a crisis on such a scale, andbfgs severely burnt children were ferried betwleeal hospitals and
Rohtak Medical College. The incident put a cloudjoéf over New Year celebrations in the entirethaf India, and for
days a large field near the scene of the disasasrognverted into a giant cremation site, with @tremains, often two or
three unidentified bodies stuck together burningilient grief under the wintry sky. The state ofryjaa declared an official
three day mourning period. The citizens of therentation did whatever they could to help, and tiona flooded in.
Doctors and other volunteers came up in drovesfés their services. Members of Manav Seva Samsthacal voluntary
organisation co-ordinated a massive blood donatiore.11 Once again, the Missionaries of Charityensot around, once
again not conspicuous by their absence. Two dags lBuring Christmas mass at "Mother House" ircQit, special
prayers were said for the dead.

When the plague struck India in 1994, Mother Temsized at the Vatican on one of her frequenttsighs she arrived at
Rome airport, she was ceremoniously quarantinee tiféctures of her being taken away for quarantiaee circulated all
over the world -- the natural assumption was thattgead been working knee deep with plague suffesdrs had had no
involvement whatsoever either during or after tlegpe with treatment or prevention.

If one is led to suppose that Mother's paucityatifosm was a recent phenomenon, let us go back8,XBie Nobel year.
Jyotirmoy Datta, a conservative Calcutta intellagtnot known for his opposition to Mother Teresagte a stark account
the problems encountered by the middle class itdatisi of a Calcutta neighbourhood when faced witbld destitute
woman found dying on the streets. This, accordinigternational perception, is a quintessential théo Teresa scenario”,
for her image is that of a roving angel who came a&hisked off the sick and the suffering from threats.

Finding 102 (the Calcutta Corporation ambulance)lperpetually engaged, Datta decided to call tiesidnaries of
Charity. Twice he was told he had the wrong offif¢he Sisters and on the third occasion he goutin to Mother Teresa
herself (although already widely known as a "liveant", she had not quite acquired a detachedtialéfestyle -- she
would pick up the ringing phone herself) on 24716ther said to him in "a mellow, reassuring andui#ul voice",
"Please persevere with 102; if the ambulance dbesmie, then let me know
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Persevere he did and eventually a Corporation aanbaldid come and take the old woman away. "Bleissiis city"”,
writes Datta, "the phone may fail and ambulanceghirbireak down, but where else in the world candiala number and
have a living saint answer the call?"12

Less than two months later Mother Teresa was dolgder Nobel peace prize in Oslo -- and, beirigddy the media as
the "saint of the gutters" who picked up vagrantsifthe streets of Calcutta, unaided in any wagiybody else.

In India, disasters, natural and unnatural, areuaserous as the Hindu deities. | have only mentigmne major ones. For
the poor in India, everyday existence is punctuatital unfortunate happenings which are so prediettiat they can hard
be called disasters. These "minor" incidents (oimdran scale) usually go unreported in the Indraedia. For example, on
20 April 1996, 500 slum-dwellers in Calcutta becameneless within an hour when a fire razed thedickh to the ground.
They also lost all their modest earthly possessidfighout the luxury of a social security systehe tndian poor are bless
with a remarkable amount of resourcefulness --iwittours of the fire, the men and women starteditéing their shacks.
Some voluntary organisations lent a helping hantinbt amongst them Calcutta's (and the world'sjtrfaanous one.

Indeed, Mother Teresa spent such a large parterfygrear outside of India, it would have been insfical for her to help
out in that country's problems and calamities.

From 1978 and up to and including the year of leatll 1997, she spent every summer and monsoonrind&994 -- in
Europe and the United States. Her pattern woul beave in early June and return end-Septembeaidy October as the
downpourings of monsoon were giving way to the ovelautumn sunshine. (Most of the sub-continentélegms and
pestilences occur in summer and monsoon.) In 1894she did go to Europe and the United Statesnbiially made a long
winter visit, to attend a number of highly polised anti-abortion meetings. In October 1994 she/&tfagain for Europe
and the US.

| could go on and on, filling page after page vd#nse examples of disasters and crises where Mb#nesa had had no
involvement whatsoever. For me, a Calcuttan, badhtaed, it does not come as surprise, as | knowtder has no
infrastructure -- indeed it had never been hemitnd@ to create an infrastructure for such workslas had frequently said,
"I'm not a social worker." But what | find somewlthsturbing is that she remained inactive whendeckih were hurt or
killed, or were at the risk of being orphaned,rathe case of Shahida, who appealed to her petgptias did not sit
comfortably with her "Child First" philosophy. Btiten, for her the unborn child is far more impottéxan the actual child:

Many people are very very concerned with the chitdof India, with the children of Africa where quia few die of hunger,
and so on. Many people are also concerned abatltealliolence in this great country of the Unitdét8s.

These concerns are very good. But often these panpe are not concerned with the millions wholdlted by the
deliberate decision of their own mothers.

And this is what is the greatest destroyer of peéaday -- abortion which brings people to suchdiess.13

It might appear from the above account that Mothigtht have retired, may be she had withdrawn frawy td day work, or
even risen above such. Whether or not that wasabe is open to debate, but when it came to impiomatters, no small
detail escaped her attention. When the Vice Prasigfelndia came to Calcutta on a two day visifidy 1996, Mother
Teresa delivered him a letter. It was to protesirag the demolition of church wall in Bandel (avtship near Calcutta) and
to urge the government to rebuild the wall.
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CHAPTER 2

FICTIONS OF GLORY

The getting of riches by a lying tongue is a vamitysed to and fro of them that seek death.
Proverbs 21:6

On 18 June 1996, Mother Teresa came to Wales. ider bad bought a small terraced house in a doweelt
neighbourhood in Swansea, where she opened heWfetsh centre amidst much fanfare. Men and woni¢heomedia
turned up in numbers befitting Mother's statusramgernational celebrity. Much was made of the fhat this was the
Missionaries of Charity's 565th centre. The medithfully reported Mother's words that the four aun the home would
counsel sufferers from "AIDS and other incurablgedses".1

The media omitted to mention the fact that the honféch was added to the charitable order's siegisis "yet another one”
of the ever increasing number of centres, was ska@ly a nunnery. The media did not pause to thindut Mother's
assurance about the nuns' counselling role. Threseums who lead an excessively secluded lifeey #re not allowed
newspapers or television. Their knowledge of HI\d &1DS is even more limited than most of the gehpogulation's.
They belong to that orthodox strain of Roman Catisrh which regards homosexuality as an "abomimétibhey are not
allowed to mention condoms; furthermore, if theydavorked in the home for the dying in Calcuttaytiivould think that
re-using needles after washing them in dilutedisatgpirit is standard practice. And, so far astihdo herself was
concerned, her knowledge of HIV and AIDS was sumnoneds "the leprosy of the West", which was notasonable
coming from her background. Many people would arina¢ counselling does not require any specidiissand that
empathy is all that you need. | can see their poicain also see the point of those who say thayrilV positive and
terminally ill people are looking for a religious@spiritual experience and not for counsellingvasunderstand it. These
people, | am sorry to say, would be hard put td ftrat Clifton Hill in Swansea; partly because thanery's telephone is ex-
directory, but most importantly, because the collingeservice does not exist, despite Mother's ptatement to the
contrary. When | rang the Canon of St Joseph'sedia#thin Swansea, he categorically told me, "Thesrdon't do any
counselling; their only charitable work is visititige elderly at home." (Conversation recorded ath@Qutober 1996) This is
the typical pattern of the myth of Mother Teresdiaritable work. No doubt the media exaggeratesandetimes even
invent, but the source most often was Mother hérsel

Let us take for instance her comment that "on tieeirgd floor of Shishu Bhavan [her orphanage in Q¢ there an
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cooking facilities to feed over a thousand peoglidyd'2 That there are, but are the facilities usadhe purpose of a soup
kitchen? They are not. | have spent days on effrdimt of Shishu Bhavan with a video camera anddvknvhat goes on
there. The soup kitchen at Shishu Bhavan feedstatiopeople a day, and that too 5 days a weekdafte turn out is abot
50 people for lunch and 20 for dinner, but chadibes not come easy for the poor -- they need tegsssa "food card" in
order to get their gruel. It has to be admitted éesv that the night time kitchen is not that fuabput the food cards, and |
know of instances when even for lunch, the absehtiee card has been overlooked. Mother's souphditauns on a far
stricter regime at Prem Daan, her other home ic@@. The production of food cards is mandatomng hpossibly because
Prem Daan sits in the middle of Dnarapara slumtherk is the likelihood of getting overwhelmed. éldre number of
beneficiaries is around 50 a day, 5 days a wedlorly one meal is served daily. | have the clopeiia food card captured
on video, with its days and corresponding boxeschvhre ticked off by the nuns. Now, how does obtim a food card? --
The process is shrouded in mystery, like most efftimctions of the Missionaries of Charity. New sih@ve not been issued
for some time. There was a vetting procedure irelat the time of issue and | am told that theyevggven only to the
"poorest of the poor" -- there is an element affitin that. By some coincidence however, the hdmaffCatholic families in
Dnarapara, who cannot be called "poorest of the"dmoany stretch of the imagination, have all tiatir cards. It has to be
said to Mother Teresa of Calcutta's credit thatdoerp kitchens feed three times as many peoplen Xork as they do in
Calcutta. If, when Mother Teresa said that at hiehlkn at Shishu Bhavan "there are facilities tokcfor a thousand people
daily", she implied that as many meals were codkete everyday, then she was right -- if one takisaccount the
children at the orphanage, plus the twenty or shhayvho look after the children, plus the few heddrainee nuns and
mature nuns, the number of meals cooked for lunchfar dinner at Shishu Bhavan everyday for alsthmouths does no
doubt come to "a thousand". However, one couldbbgifen for interpreting from Mother's statemerattihe runs a public
kitchen catering for that number.

Mother Teresa had not always been so subtle aadittius with her claims about the beneficiarieseatsoup kitchen.
During the 1970s and early 1980s she used to nmak&ifjht claims about the number of poor people feld daily in
Calcutta -- | am afraid | have no first hand knadge of the number she fed at the time, and | tbezefndeavoured to take
her word for it; but | soon got confused -- for smenetimes would be feeding "9000", next minuteatld be "4000", then
again it may change to "7000". Chronologically thesmbers do not correlate, as the three figures gigen round about
the same time. It is also noteworthy that her mostest claim, i.e., about "facilities to cook fothmusand people daily",
was the most recent one, made in the mid 1990 Wwleactivities came under increasing scrutiny.

Shortly after her Nobel, she told her friend anogbapher Kathryn Spink: "In Calcutta alone we cémk7000 people
everyday and if one day we do not cook they doeatit3 This was a voracious claimat-the time the Missionary of Chau
kitchens cooked for at the most 500 people a day tlaat included their vast army of nuns, noviaes Brothers, most of
whom do not have any charitable function. The "7p86ple" story was part of a fairly lengthy paralsienilar to the one
with "loaves and fishes" of Jesus. Mother retolilitmerous times, in various parts of the world,rmier in Calcutta itself.
Almost certainly, it will be invoked as a "miracldlring her beatification process. In her own wouaiee version of the
story ran as follows: "We have witnessed God'séedre for us in a thousand different ways. IrcQish alone we cook f
7000 people daily. If one day we don't cook, theg'teat. One Friday morning, the Sister in charfgiae kitchen came to
me and said, "Mother, there is no food for Fridag &aturday. We should tell the people that we m@iking to give them
either today or tomorrow." | was shocked. | dickmow what to tell her. But about 9 o'clock in themming, the Indian
government for some unknown reason closed the @abliools. Then all the bread for the schoolchildvere sent to us.
Our children, as well as our seven thousand needyg,ate bread and even more bread for two dagy. Aidd never eaten
much bread in their lives. No one in Calcutta cdild out why the schools had been closed. Butevkit was God's tender
care. | knew it was his tender loving care."4

During the course of a decade, roughly between 19885, many a time did Mother Teresa recounsthey about the
government miraculously sending her bread on adoafuihe schools closing; the body of the story aerad the same, but
the opening line would change"tn Calcutta we feed 7000 people daily" would stimes become "....... 4000 people dai
then change back to "7000" again. Here is how,r@nazcasion, she told the parable with a "400Qirég

"We were feeding 4000 people each day and these pemple who simply would not eat unless the Sidet them. But w
had nothing. Then, about 9:00 AM on Friday ...".etc.-- the rest about the government schoolftisigusuddenly and the
bread miraculously coming to the Missionaries o&fitly would now follow.5 On one occasion the "numbgpeople that
would not eat unless we fed them" reached 9000u"Mast know just in Calcutta we feed 9000 peopll/ dé This claim
caused a whiff of embarrassment in even the datévptee Jose Luis Gonzalez-Balado, who quickly ddtddother Teresa
is among those who least worry about statistics. &% repeatedly expressed that what matters lomomuch work is
accomplished but how much love is put into the wark

This was however not the end of the matter -- ayfears later the same Gonzalez-Balado edited a dollother's sayings,
wherein he recounts, in Mother's words, the mira€line bread and schools, tF
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"In Calcutta alone we feed about ten thousand eeydry day. This means if one day we do not cenktiousand people
will not eat. One day the Sister in charge cameltane ........... " etc.

Although the passage is quoted in Mother's nanmeaithough the book itself is called Mother Terdsayly Own Words |
am prepared to give Mother the benefit of the dptlitat "ten thousand" was very likely an inventidrGmnzalez-Balado, as
Mother Teresa had not retold the parable for a tang. But | am sure Mother would have approveduh liberties with
numbers, as it was all for the sake of Jesus.ilitésesting that Gonzalez-Balado, who had ealksn embarrassed about
the "9000" claim, had become emboldened with tionga a step further. | can see why -- the entineda cult has come to
realise that whatever they say about Mother Teretfze positive, and whatever bizarre negativey #ay about Calcutta,
have come to be accepted as gospel truth by thie wimd their main justification (to themselves)darrying on this game
of deceit is that they are not doing it for theiwropersonal gain, but for the propagation of tif&ith. They also believe that
if you repeat a lie thousands of times, it coméseoegarded as the truth -- in achieving thisteeg have been successful.

| can see why Mother Teresa and her publicity nreerlyi were fond of the "thousands" figure when iheao feeding peop
-- apart from the obvious and usual business ¢diting figures which became their stock in tradégare of "200" would
not have been Biblical enough. Mother's story imsadt a carbon copy of those in the Bible. Herens of them: "Andrew,
Simon Peter's brother, said, "Here is a small bibly five barley loaves and two fish; but, whathst among so many?"
Jesus said to them, "Make the people sit down.t@as plenty of grass there and, as many asHmasand men sat dow
Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks and dittdihem to those who were sitting there; he thidrthe same with the
fish, distributing as much as they wanted. Whery theed eaten enough he said to the disciples, "tidke pieces left over,
so that nothing is wasted." So they picked themangbfilled twelve large baskets with scarps le#ofrom the meal of five
barley loaves." (John 6:9 -13)

Luke (9:15) tells us the same story, and is coasistith "five loaves and two fishes" and with ithousand men": "For
they were about five thousand men. And he saidstalisciples, Make them sit down by fifties in axgmany. And they did
so, and made them sit down. Then he took the fisgds and the two fishes, ........ " (Luke 9:13)-Mark tells us a similar
but different parable, and surprise surprise, kregus a figure of 4000: "And they that had eaterevabout four thousand:
and he sent them away." (Mark 8:9)

There are a number of differences between Mothegskés tales and those in the Bible. First, théidibincidents,
assuming they had happened, were descriptiongfefeatit episodes, and not different and differiegaunts of the same
incident. Secondly, these were tales told by thestigs, and not by Jesus himself; | do not thirgk flesus, who Mother
Teresa modelled herself on, would have been immaherigh to tell self-aggrandising stories abowtdalf. And, being as
they were versions by different apostles, a degfe®riation in detail could be expected. Thirdipd most importantly,
Mother's tale was pure fantasy (I am again assunfimghe sake of those amongst readers who beiletree literal meanin
of the Bible, that the Biblical happenings werd)eaduring the 1970s and 80s, Mother Teresa'p &itchens in Calcutta
fed not more than 150 people daily (that too sixsdaweek); indeed, the total number of peopledfEty by the
Missionaries of Charity kitchens at that time was more than 500 -- this included her vast numbewos, novices, and
Brothers, most of whom do not have any charitabtetions.

The figure "5000" has a particular fascinationN¥wther, no doubt because of its Biblical connotatiShe once said,
"Today there is a modern school in that place [wtifMeel slum] with over 5000 children in it."8 Ehappears in a book
published in 1986. Earlier, in 1969 - 70, she ld Malcolm Muggeridge, ".....if we didn't have aghools in the slums --
they are nothing, they are just little primary sglsavhere we teach the children to love the schadlbe clean and so on --
if we didn't have these little schools, those aleifd those thousands of children, would be lethastreets."9

In 1969 -70, Mother Teresa's primary schools cdtéenot more that 200 (a generous overestimat&ailcutta -the figure
has remained the same today. Nonetheless, | wpaneekto overlook her "thousands of children” &igare of speech --
saints are allowed to get carried away. But "508iicen” was a calculated lie, especially as tHeostin Motijheel has less
than 100 pupils. | do not think that there is adyal in the world which caters to 5000 childreonfra single site -€alcutte
is of course, extra worldly.

The largest school in India is Calcutta's SoutmPeimy own alma mater -- which, with 11000 (feg/img) students, was at
one time the largest school in the world, but i$ from six sites. The largest site at Mandevilledgas is seven storeys hi
and caters for 3000 students -- numerically spepkins far and away Calcutta's largest schoomses.

Biblical connotation or not, | do not think it beaa a living saint to turn 100 into "over 5000".

During the fortnight following Mother's death, heslof local and international journalists were stmuMotijheel slum fol

file://G:\geniuscode\library\spiritual library\MogihTeresa.hti 07/08/0¢



Mother Teresa's Pray Pagel4 of 37

stories and reminiscences, for this was aftettadl most famous slum in the world -- the one thahthed Mother Teresa of
Calcutta. Two journalists from Ananda Bazaar Patsfgoke to Paltan Roy, a long term resident of jke#l. Roy was
saddened at Mother's death, but said, "Back il #%®s there were two schools here for a while pbetof them soon clos
down. | have heard that Mother had done so mucthfowhole world, but our school here has remamexttly the same --
the same single storey structure. Could Mothehaot added another floor to it....... ?"10

Mother Teresa frequently said that her nuns "pidk{s" people from the streets of Calcutta. If shal it once she said it a
thousand times. She said it in her acceptance Bgeethe Nobel Prize: "We have a home for the dyimCalcutta, where
we have picked up more than 36000 people only fimrstreets of Calcutta, and out of that big nunmbere than 18000
have died a beautiful death. They have just gomeehim God." Mother's "big number" is wrong, but manportantly, her
basic premise of "picking up" people is entireliséa If the situation demanded, Mother put it mpognantly: "Maybe if |
had not picked up that one person dying on thettrevould not have picked up the thousands. Wstriink Ek, (Bengali
for "One"). | think EK, Ek. One, One. That is thayto begin." On another occasion, she said, "TWéstern volunteers]
pick up all sorts of people for us, but they dwitth a great deal of love."11 Perhaps the majorcs®@of disappointment for
volunteers as they arrive to work with the Missioes of Charity in Calcutta -- even before theydéad the chance to start
working -- is the realisation that they would netjmart of an angelic team that would scour theegref Calcutta gently
scooping up hordes of humanity as they go alokgoiv of instances when very young volunteers, dasraing official
advice, have hired taxis and cruised along stteetdng for people they could befriend and bringraj to Mother's homes.

The sad truth is, Mother Teresa's organisation doepick up people from the streets of Calcuttao.-... not beggars, not
lepers, not destitutes, not the poorest of the pdar she loves so much; they do not even pick app#bies and children of
these people. They do possess the resources toeatastitutes from the streets, but they do néisatithem.

I understand this strikes at the heart of the wionldge of the Missionaries of Charity, for the abgdimage of the
organisation is that of demure nuns wearing blueld@d sarees stooping to pick up the helpless fhenstreets of Calcutta.

It is not true that they do not provide a "pick w&lvice at all for destitutes -- they do in Rombere most evenings a
couple of nuns set out in a van, scouring the &tr@eRome for destitutes and prostitutes. Thdyrgttbefriend these people
and gain their trust, before inviting them for aaher a berth -- usually on a later date. Very eadit indeed -- but does not
happen in Calcutta. Once when | was waiting intfiafrMother Teresa's large home in Rome's Piazna@agorio al Celic
an ambulance arrived bringing in a man from a haspi he had nowhere to go after his medical tnesit was over, so he
gets to stay in Mother Teresa's place; this woolchappen in Calcutta, as, unlike in Rome, no gieament exists between
the Missionaries of Charity and hospitals in Cakrut

Though the Romans' adulation for Mother Teresaiisesvhat over the top, | cannot blame them when sagyif Mother
was doing so much in Rome, how much more must akie been doing in Calcutta.The Missionaries of @har Calcutta
possess a small fleet of "ambulances", many of ttienated by businesses and individuals. These leshace painted to
appear as ambulances and are fitted with red beattoey are exempt from traffic regulations. Budittsole function is to
provide a taxi service for the nuns. In my timbale never seen an "ambulance" carry a patientlestitute. Indeed, they
do not have the provision to carry a stretcherttierrails on the floor have been removed. Thessmathe sides have been
replaced by patterned sofas for the nuns to siDon21st August 1996, | saw an extraordinary sigien by the standards
the Missionaries of Charity -- here was an ambwdadonated by Federal Express (India), filled witickens; they were
being brought to Mother House for the nuns' anfegdt the following day! | have a photograph o$ thizarre spectacle.
Vegetarians amongst the readers will be happy tavkihat the chickens had an unexpected extensitireaflives, as the
feast was cancelled due to Mother taking serioilisly

| am fully aware that many readers will not beyfidbnvinced about Mother Teresa's nuns not pickipgeople from the
streets of Calcutta; to say that they do not previds vital function which is central to their igeis tantamount to saying
that the Pope (or Mother Teresa) is not a Cathdiave therefore tape recorded numerous telephomeecsations with the
Missionaries of Charity at their world famous hofoethe dying at Kalighat in Calcutta. These cosegions were all
recorded during 1995 and 96. Here is one typiceth ®onversation:-

Me (pretending to be a concerned citizen):
Ota ki Mother Teresar home? ["Is that Mother Tegekame?" in Bengali]
Nun: Speak in English please, ....... or Hi

Me: There is a man [sometimes | changed it to a argrtying in front of Ashutosh College; he is seisty ill. .... He is
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probably going to die.[Ashutosh College is fairlpse to the home -- walking distance in fact]

Nun: Yes, we have beds. Ring the Corporation anmoel-- they will bring him to us.Me: Yes, ... but the line is busy. |
have been trying for some time.

Nun: They are always busy. You just have to kegipgrringing 102
Me: Can you not send an ambulance? -- he is ngtfaefrom you.
Nun: We don't send out ambulances. We use the @aiipo ambulance
Me: Can you not help him out this time?

Nun: Look, | have told you, WE DO NOT HAVE AMBULANES. (The voice becomes louder and the temper ki
frayed.)

At this juncture the nun would usually disconnéet phone.

There would be those amongst readers who havedisibther Teresa's home for the dying in Calcutthwill remember
the "ambulance" that stands at attention at thet floor. Its appearance is like that of a propeerg@ncy vehicle rearing to
go to attend to the sick and the dying. It howdiesr dormant all day until 3-45 p.m., when it biyefomes to life -it leaves
the home for the dying for Mother House with a befyuns; it returns a few hours later with a fréslich of nuns. Its work
for the day is then complete. One of Mother Teses®ire high profile fans, the former California gavor Jerry Brown, we
a regular traveller in Mother's ambulances duriisgstint as a volunteer at the home for dying:

"At 6 p.m. daily [previously the ambulance usedetave at 6 rather than at 3 45 p.m.] | would g&i an ambulance with
half a dozen nuns and some volunteers and ridetbatie mother house for a half hour prayer ands#yéng of the rosary.
Mother Teresa was always there [at Mother Hous2]l\terested readers may like to procure a cophyhef Telegraph, one
of the English dailies published from Calcutta, e¥hgives a list of the ambulance services in the bibth free and fee-
paying; the Missionaries of Charity does not appeahne list. The more senior of the nuns do notygutvith the
inconvenience of travelling with others in the aralmge mini bus; they get a taxi. | have numeroust@iraphs of nuns in
taxis. A brief taxi ride in Calcutta costs at leRst80 -- enough to buy 16 kilos of coarse graia.rOne may think that | am
being petty about how the nuns travel; does ityeahtter if they travel in taxis? -- after all theave precious few luxuries
in life. The sight of nuns in taxis would not haxked me at all, had | not read over and over aghiout the "poor and
humble" means of their travels; again and agaithas have produced a Biblical picture like thaesus and his apostles
trudging through the holy land. The official palitye on transport is provided by Chawla in Mothershorised biography:

"The Sisters travel as the poor do. They usuallikwa if the distance is far, use public transpa2

The misuse of the ambulances is naturally an issiiself; they could be used to relieve the cityrsaking public health
service. Instead of demanding that Calcutta Cotmorgrovide her with ambulances, Mother Teresdatbting her
resources to the aid of the city's cash strappeéd lbody. Also, | find it disturbing that vehicle®nated by individuals and
businesses should be misused in this way. | woili@&rSinha, a Calcutta doctor who donated an amuhee to Mother
Teresa in the memory of his parents, is awaretligatehicle has never been used for its intendectiton.

The image of extreme austerity and "humility” of thuns that have been portrayed by Mother andibgrdphers is not
quite true. It has been said that the nuns do metvikwhat the inside of a shop looks like, so undigrare they. Mother's
nuns are not infrequently seen shopping in Calsuaw Market -- a 19th century conglomerationhafss covering 2 sq.
km in the city centre. | have got photographs afsibuying basic cosmetics in New Market. On 27 Drdmer 1997, |
photographed a couple of nuns buying expensive @aghshawls in a shop called Kashmiri Corner (S¥0pG56). | have
rung Mother Teresa's home for the dying in Calcattaaumerous occasions,and, very often | have seegnly told by the
nun on the other side to speak in English only,keept breaking into Bengali and Hindi. In a receddconversation on the
7th of October 1996, | started off in Bengali, lsaty soon realised that there was complete blarskoedhe other side, so
said a sentence in Hindi, in reply to which | weessly told, "Speak in English."It is a well knoviact that majority of
Mother Teresa (of Calcutta)'s nuns cannot spea&ven understand rudiments of Bengali, the langoé@alcutta; some of
them have a working knowledge of Hindi, the languagnorth India, and that spoken by the majorftindians. This is
because the vast majority of the nuns (around Z%Jecruited from southern India, which has adatyristian populatior
and who speak English as a parallel vernaculadrei hative languages, which could one of Kannadail, Telugu ol
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Malayalam. | have never met a "poorest of the paoCalcutta who knows even a word of two of Erglig India at large,
| am sure there a few Christian people in thatgrtewho speak English -- possibly in southerndnaoli Goa -- but they
must be very rare indeed; this is because thawelatcompact Christian communities in India hameegh resources to
bolster their weakest members.

This begs the question -- how do Mother Teresals wommunicate with the poor in Calcutta? -- Theyndt. They do not
need to, as they do not go out into the streetseslums to ask about the needs of the poor.H&guptoblem remains within
the homes where the needs of the residents haxertet. Here the job is done by English, Italiaarran, Spanish, Finni
etc. on one side, and, gestures on the other. Bhle on the ground in Mother Teresa's homes in G&lds done entirely by
volunteers from all over the world. And they ddaitthe best of their abilities, and some do it wvegfl indeed. But many of
them have told me of their frustration at not beafde to speak to the residents; there are of epsmne, who pick up a fe
words of Hindi or Bengali and then claim to be fite "Indian".It is not a requirement of Missiores of Charity nuns to
learn the local language, as their official languagEnglish and a knowledge of English that allenw®ncrete
understanding of the scriptures is deemed suffictery also move around a great deal from onearavfithe globe to the
other, and hence, learning the local lingo woultlheworth its while. However, is it not reasonatolexpect the Calcutta
nuns to have a basic knowledge of Bengali? Istit@asonable to make it an organisational requirgtioe those who are
stationed in Calcutta to learn some day to day Bkrgit was, after all, Calcutta which brought suchrglto Mother Teres
and her Church. Way back in early 1969, Mother $tgmilated that women and men who "were desiroysining [her
order] must be able to acquire knowledge -- esfigctze language of the people they serve". This wfacourse at a time
when Mother Teresa was a sincere and unknown nimg th@r best with limited resources, and beforealmved herself to
be sucked up in the publicity blitz. Over the ye#nere has been no effort to allow the nuns amersianding of the
language of the people they are supposed to s&regst not in Africa or India. One could arguattivhen Mother Teresa
said "language of the people they serve" she nthaniniversal language of the poor, which is tmglege of needs, both
physical and spiritual. This is possible, as Mofheresa looked upon the poor as nameless, facsfgsschless entities
without individual identities or needs; they arkJaisus Christ in distress -- not symbolically, litetrally. This was at the
core of Mother Teresa's beliefs. But the bottore Is-- she did not assuage the distress -- nGaloutta. Mother Teresa
herself was not fluent in Bengali! This may seemmedind of a feat after her 70 years in Calcuttd,tb me it does not
come as a surprise -- she was surrounded by EurepAaglo-Indians and Christian southern Indiare &tained an
exceptionally prominent Balkan accent, and her Béngas stilted and basic she used stock phases such as "l will pra
you", "Jesus Christ lives in the leper” etc. Sheldoif she wished to, get by adequately with harctured, grammaticall
correct Bengali, but she rarely made the effortat\hen, of the claim by scores of her biograpkteas she had taught the
Bengali alphabet to the children of Calcutta's ljhegl slum in her 40s when she was starting olitdras a saviour of the
poor? -- this parabolic tale has been told thousafdimes. | give a typical illustration from thecount of one of Mother
Teresa's close journalist friends, Franca Zambonini

"Her first project was a school, and it is not lhaoce that she has been a teacher for almost 26, y3ee went to Moti Jhil,
the poor people's quarter adjacent to the wahefschool and convent in Entally. She gathered suritdren together in an
empty space surrounded by the thatched huts gfdbe There were no desks, no blackboard, no chiditk the help of a
man who was lounging nearby, she cleared the grotigcass and debris, and using a stick, she trdeekbtters of the
Bengali alphabet on the ground. She ended herddssoeciting a poem and concluded with a praybe fiext day someo!
brought her a table and a stool ....."14

This parable, like the account of Moses receivimgdommandments etched on stone, does not holddroot least
because the inhabitants of the Motijheel slum aa@iy Bihari Muslims and do not speak Bengali; tHahguage is Urdu or
Hindi. Today, there is a government run primaryosttin Motijheel, and the language of instructisrirdu. Even if, for th
sake of argument we accept that Mother Teresa lei@a did indeed teach the children in Bengalis @éll the more
surprising that she never wrote anything in Benigathe following 45 years of her life. She prodd@eprofuse number of
letters and messages in English, mostly haritten in her familiar scrawl, many of which halveen framed by her admirt
(including by those in Calcutta) and many othemnbeproduced in the numerous books written onNhetrone such letter
or message is in Bengali. A few years back at ati@uin Nottingham, a few words written by Mothkgresa fetched
£12015 -- | am prepared to pay substantially morefsimilar product written in Bengali.

Mother's "big number", which is the number of peotlat she had claimed in her Nobel Prize acceptapeech to have
"picked up" from the streets of Calcutta, doesstahd up to scrutiny. Below is a list of time arialge of various claims, ai
the number on each occasion she claimed to hagkegiup":-

Time and Place Number Claimed To Have Been "Pitket

December 1979, Oslo 36C
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(Nobel Prize Acceptance Speech)

September 1978, Freiburg Cathedral, 3600016

Breisgau, Germany (Speech as Special Guest atahradd Catholic Bishops' Conference)
February 1973, Sydney 3600017 (Population & Ecolégpference)

February 1973, Melbourne 2700018

If | am asked what number she had actually pickeftem the streets of Calcutta, | am afraid | woliéve to come up with
only an informed guess. Technically of course,rthmber is nil, as she had never "picked up" anybbdgving aside that
minor detalil, if | am asked to put a figure on haany new admissions her order has to the homééodying in Calcutta
each year, | would come up with something betweihand 600.

Mother Teresa had frequently said that neglechkyfamily is the greatest poverty -- "the povertyooe". In her Nobel
speech she spoke about it at length: "That powentyes right in our own home, the neglect to lovaybk in our own
family we have somebody who is feeling lonely, vibnéeeling sick, who is feeling worried, and these difficult days for
everybody. Are we there? Are we there to receieent™' It would therefore seem strange that she atrobst a punitive lin
against those poor people who sought her help hothvad family of any kind, however distant or hogegoor. In the
assessment of the Missionaries of Charity, thesplpgwho may be exceptionally poor and needy)'aoé destitute
enough".

| have here the essence of three telephone comeaisavith the home for the dying, which were retsat on 16 Junel1995,
and 3 and 8 October 1996.

Me: | have a woman with me near Purno Cinema fibjgpens to be quite close to the home] who is dyi§ you send an
ambulance?

Nun: We don't send ambulances. Contact the Coiiparatvhere is the woma

Me: She is at my house.

Nun: Why is she at your hous

Me: Well, err....., she is my kind of aunt.....a distant relative in fact.

Nun: SORRY, WE DON'T TAKE FAMILY CASES. SHE CAN'T@ME HERE. (The voice becomes loud and irrita
Me: But she is homeless and poor. | myself am pteind to mouth; | don't have the resources to bftde her.
Nun: That does not matter. Our rule is, we do N@Ketfamily cases

Me: But,....... will you not consider?

Nun: Look, | am telling you, we do not take familgses whether she is poor or

Me: What if | make a small payment?

Nun: We don't have that system. We can't help g@uthis juncture she would usually disconnect phene

This system of not having anything to do with angypavho may be dying or suffering but who may haymitative family
member of any kind is one of the founding principdd the Missionaries of Charity. The rule was fatated by Mother
herself many years back. Will Mother Teresa's des®tell me how this rules reconciles with her dierg declaration., "In
your homes you have a starving Christ, a nakedsE€laihomeless Christ. Are you capable of recoggikim in your owr
homes? Do you realise he is right there in yourst®tEven if any of us lesser mortals could martagecognise th
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suffering Christ in their own homes and would enaeg to bring him to the care of Mother Teresa, ywhofesses to be his
ultimate friend, his suffering would only be compded by rejection.

Many a time when | had rung the home for the dym@alcutta, the very first question | had beenealskas whether | was
ringing about a relative. If the nun on the othdedad not been satisfied that | was not, she avoat continue the
conversation any further. In Rome, on the othedhdris not asked of the destitutes if they aféanily case" -- they would
have to be unwanted, and that alone would suffice.

Mother Teresa had been habitually economical vhighttuth over the last half a century when talldabgut her operations.
Journalists and authors with or without a vestéerast have often taken cues from her when creédimgstic tales of
charity. But | think when it came to fairy talesyias Mother who took the wafer. And, fictions ¢y others manufactured
on her behalf had her blessings -- "Journalistsdeatihe work of God" was one of her favourite sggirAudrey Constant's
book on her life written for children is perhaps thnly manuscript she personally corrected andtatexb-- the author
herself said so in a personal communication: "Sative not yet met her [Mother Teresa]. .....\When | wrote the story
(which I did with the help of the Sisters of ChgyiMother Teresa herself amended the manuscripshadvrote in a copy
of the book and sent it to me. | will always tre@sit."19 This book makes some bizarre claims abfweicharitable functiol
of the Missionaries of Charity including that tHegve "122 leprosy clinics".20 In Calcutta they haw&ngle leprosy clinic,
an open air one, which runs weekly on Convent Reasterage attendance is about 60. The book alsoibescalcutta as
city so overwhelmed by lepers that a special chheshto earmarked for them: "They have their owurain"21 There is no
such church. Mother Teresa was immensely proueioiork in the field of leprosy and she certairthpwed some sinceri
in this area. But her claim "We care for more tB8000 leprosy patients. With the help of the Indjamernment we are
creating rehabilitating centres for them"22 wasild wne. In the whole of India, her leprosaria habeut 3000 residents ¢
they look after another 3000 as outpatients. Thienaged total number of lepers in Calcutta was 2080its peak in the
early 1970s. Currently the estimated total is ad®®00. When it comes to incredible and impossitdens made by
Mother Teresa or by others on her behalf, the batltfind most bemusing appears in a letter writig her to Morarji
Desai in 1979, when Mr Desai was (briefly) the RriMinister of India. In her letter, Mother severelybraids Mr Desai for
not outlawing abortion and then she goes on to"$ayGalcutta alone we have 102 centres where fasdre taught self
control out of love"23 -- meaning of course, natfaaily planning. Now, whatever could she mean'b§2 centres"? -- |
have thought very long and very hard but couldfatitom the basis of the claim, especially as stes ¢t have a single
such centre. Could she mean she had natural fatailyning advisers in her homes? -- At one timeditidhave such
advisers, .... but centres? The outlandishneds®ttaim is mind-boggling -after all, she was writing to the Prime Minist
although, admittedly, he was far less of a celglihiin she was. It does not come as a surprisetevimen Mother Teresa's
friend, the Calcutta based Father Edward Le JA@yyehars later, gives the global total of her farpillignning centres as
"69"24. None is mentioned in Calcutta. | may hagerbbewildered or even amused by Mother Teresaissfiof "102
centres" of natural family planning, but | was dibied by what she said to an assembly of hew/adkers" (a very large ai
powerful body of people from all over the world, evtio a lot of the fund raising) in London on 13yJudl977. She said, "W
spend Rs 20000 a week just on food for the 59 eente have in Calcutta."25 This was not just adifne tongue, as the
"59 centres" recurred, such as in this way: "Thhg Bisters] go all over the city (in Calcutta @awe have 59 centres, the
home for the dying is only one of them). The Sisteavel everywhere with a rosary in their hand® 21977 Mother
Teresa had 4 centres in Calcutta, and presentlgrder has 5 -- not counting her 3 large nunnénig¢lse city. So what
should we make of her "59 centres"? To a sinnerrile, it seems to be a large measure of saindpdie. Alternatively, it
could be described as a symptom of psychosisparsé a 19th century term to describe fantastiy $éiling, pseudologica
fantastica. Some would of course, sum it up agiaplhopper. These gross travesties of truth haea lireated as pearls of
veracity by the world -- understandably so, as theye pronounced by the holiest person of our time(almost) saint
cannot of course, lie; perhaps we ought to trezddtas parables with hidden and symbolic meanm@sapocryphal truths.
As the whole world knows, Mother Teresa was thenalte champion of the poor, especially so in Caécughe could
therefore make some claims on behalf of the po@adtutta, such as this one: "We deal with thousamdi thousands of
very poor people in Calcutta. As you may know, ¢hare over 10 million people in that city, but ugwnl am not aware of
one woman among the very poor who has had an abhd@i7 In other words, Mother was harking backeo ¢dld theme,
"We have always space for another child. Bring thgaur unwanted children."

| am bewildered by Mother Teresa's claim that nsingle woman amongst "the very poor" in Calcutid hn abortion. In
Calcutta, one and half million people live below foverty line. Even considering that among the patow female: male
ratio obtains because of the migrant nature opthmulation, there would be about half a million wein Calcutta living
below the poverty line, and most of these womenld/be of child bearing age. Did Mother Teresa wato believe that
she catered for four hundred thousand pregnanttengally pregnant women and their children ind@étia, when her order
does not have a single maternity home or mothebabg unit? | am told that many years back she tsédve a small
mother and baby facility but certainly none exisrently.

A handful of poor women in Calcutta who are contktipg abortion, are persuaded by the MissionarfeSharity not tc
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have an abortion and to continue with their preggaifhese women are looked after, sometimes aatiesis, by the
Association of Medical Women in India (AMWI) Hosalt a government run maternity hospital, which heyspto be
situated very near Mother House. Historically, thenagement of the AMWI Hospital and the MissioranéCharity have
enjoyed a close relationship. The hospital hasythieds, and many of them are occupied by "Mottee3a's women".
These women are taken care of until delivery byhibepital, and their new-born babies are taken cBlbg the Missionaries
of Charity -- all of them are adopted. Needlessayp, the Missionaries of Charity do not fork oyttaésa towards the upkeep
of "Mother Teresa's women", although they have bewmwn to send in food from time to time.

When Mother Teresa said that she was not awarena Wwoman among the very poor" in Calcutta whohaabsan abortion,
was she deliberately misleading or was she genumalinformed? Who can tell, but she had quotedtyulation of
Calcutta correctly, which is surprising, as she edearingly famous for not having a clue abous¢hmatters. | can
therefore assume that she would have some ided #iwonumber of "very poor" women in the city, espy as she had
always been solely preoccupied with the city's pigve

I may be wrong, but | feel Mother had knowingly resamisleading statement -- maybe she was too easisad to tell the
truth that women in Calcutta, including the citivery poor" women who are supposed by the worldrate to be beholden
to her, are uniquely nonchalant about abortion.iitamnade many thousands of women around the wartgp abortion,
may be she considered it a personal failure thathsld been singularly unsuccessful in Calcuttaitidthis the way to deal
with perceived failures?

Mother Teresa would have been horrified to know thaing my two years as a junior and senior haifeer at the
Calcutta Medical College Hospitals, | had persgnadisisted in numerous abortions, and a numbéresetwere on "very
poor women". In case | am seen by a section ofersaals some kind an unusual demon in the city dhbfoTeresa, let me
point out that every one of us did it -- includithg Muslims -- except the lone Roman Catholic girl.

Having said that, "Bring me all your unwanted cfeld' is the only one amongst Mother's innumeralaens about her
operations in Calcutta which has a germ of truth.iHlowever, the children have got to be compieteid utterly unwanted.
To illustrate, | shall relate my own recent expecie at Mother's Calcutta orphanage, Shishu BhaMamentire episode has
been captured on video. On 30 August 1996, at @éynm., | found a small commotion in front of & Bhavan's
entrance -- a "very poor" woman, Noor Jehan, walngaat the top of her voice. She had with her, tweo children, both
girls, the younger one about 10 months and ther@ldeut 2 years old. The 10 month old was obviossf§ering with
diarrhoea and was ill; the 2 year old was miserahbtfed up and was lying on the pavement, screarhasked Noor Jeh:
what the matter was. She told me that she had theewn out of her home (she lived in a slum near@alcutta docks) by
her violent husband the night before and she haeedrat Shishu Bhavan at 10 p.m. hoping to getesheip for her
children. She had been let in by the night pontel laad been allowed to sleep in the courtyardey tiad even given her a
sheet for her children. Promptly at 5 a.m. howesbke had been thrown out on to the pavement wéthpaof tea. From then
on, she had been alternately pleading and demanaling let in, so that the children could have sthing to eat and
somewhere to sleep. Noor Jehan's entreaties fomhale not entertained by the nuns -- the door ieeddfirmly shut in her
face. The baby's hungry wails were ignored. Thallshopkeepers took pity on the woman and gavedree tea and bres
somebody brought some milk for the children. Bytilvee that | arrived at 5 p.m., a small crowd obaba dozen people h
gathered and had turned quite hostile towards uins.mfter a lot of loud banging, a nun appearetti@door. | asked her
why they would not give the woman and her childseme food, and shelter for that night only. The explained that they
could do that, but only after the mother had harmest the absolute rights of her children to thesdtinaries of Charity. In
other words, the "form of renunciation" had to gmed, or in this case, had to be imprinted with ithpression of Noor
Jehan's left thumb. The children would then, in doerse, be adopted by a good Catholic family eWest -- the last bit is
my own imagination; the nun did not actually sayNibor Jehan became hysterical at the mentionighifsy over" her
children, and told the nun what she thought of tich is untranslatable and (possibly) unprintaBlieout 7 p.m., Noor
Jehan left Shishu Bhavan, disappearing into anrtaineCalcutta night, probably to go back to herlemt husband.Noor
Jehan left without much bitterness; as a poor woiméandia, she was used to doors slamming shutesridte. She knew
that the rich and powerful always rejected the p8be knew that her children's existence was badoBhe however did
not know how the world wowed every time Mother Barsaid, "There is always room for another chilchinhome."

Stark distortions of facts in Mother Teresa's stetiets or speeches were evident during the decatte-186. After the mid
1980s she became subtle in her methods, as bijrnttasthe media were doing most of her work for. fr@r instance, when
she came to London in April 1988, journalists sttker like limpets. For two successive nights tslod them on
walkabouts along London's "cardboard city", esgbcimder Waterloo bridge. She said, "There's monchie suffering |
believe now, much more loneliness, painful lonadmef people rejected by society who have no omaite for them.

"It hurt me so much to see our people in the thrriold with just a bit of cardboard around therdid not know what to sa
my eyes were full of teal
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"There were this man lying there protecting him&elin the cold with no home and no hope. He looke@nd said, "It's a
long time since | felt the warmth of a human hariéd8 The media convulsed with devotion.

All very good, but initially Mother Teresa never deait clear to the media what the specific purpafdger London trip was -
- it was to put pressure on Prime Minister Thatadrat British MPs to support David Alton's bill teduce the time limit of
abortion from 24 to 18 weeks. (Banning abortion ptately was not on the agenda) The media possillyat know that
her trip had been funded and sponsored by theahotition lobby.

Her meeting with Margaret Thatcher, and her deparftom Westminster in a car driven by Mr Alton ii&m's only "single-
issue" anti-abortion MP) obviously could not be kaecret, but even so she told journalists thetad told Thatcher,
"Give me a house, or | will bring them [the homsleall in the big hall"29, referring to the GreaalHof Westminster. That
was all that she told the media after she emenged the meeting, apart from it having been "wonal&rdeviating from he
usual "beautiful".

Mr Alton, on the other hand, quite categoricalllkéal about the specific anti-abortion agenda ofrtleeting, saying, "We
know her involvement at a very personal level & thucial moment will be a decisive factor."30

Now, why did Mother Teresa go to this extent to oaftage the real purpose of her visit? Becausekeber that abortiol
was not burning issue in British society, and, niorportantly, that the majority of the British pdation had always
favoured abortion. It was possible that she coalehalienated the British public had she gone arubeal virulent anti-
abortion rant. The theme of homelessness was a&sajgonal string to pull at the time, especially'eardboard city" was
then emerging as a contentious social issue.

Mother Teresa was obviously not always so coy aheuganti-abortion stance -- only six years presipuin August 1983,
she had gone to Ireland to join the then Irish Brifinister Charles Haughey, to campaign againstteioo This time there
was no midnight walkabouts amongst Dublin's honsgleswhom there was no dearth -- she knew that&haot need to,
as the lIrish population was overwhelmingly (espbcét the time) opposed to abortion.

I may sound sanctimonious, but | think that a persifaith such as Mother Teresa should have greatength of
conviction. | do not think Mother Teresa's heroF&incis of Assisi would have played to the galleagher than declare
loudly his own (albeit unpopular) stance on anaésdlever mind St Francis, lesser mortals like Daltdn and Cardinal
Thomas Winning of Scotland have been doing it. Téey of course, not "living saints".

In the past, Mother Teresa had said, and has hesed|frequently as having said, "We depend saerlprovidence. We
don't accept government grants. We don't accepthhdonations..."31

This is a very incredible statement indeed. 95%ore of the buildings of the Missionaries of Chalitive been donated by
either governments or by the Catholic church. Hbw got her first and most famous home from the Q@on of Calcutta
has become folklore, quoted numerous times. Iroter words:

"And the same day | went to the municipality ankiealsfor a house. | said | only wanted some placere/h could bring
these people, and the rest | will do myself. THeciafl of the Calcutta Corporation took me to tplace, a part of the Kali
temple, and he said, "This is the only place | giae you," and | said this is just the ideal plate.

As far as | am aware, in the first few years, CadcCorporation used to give her a small sum of eyaaiso for each reside
treated at the home. The home was therefore call&@IRPORATION OF CALCUTTA : NIRMAL HRIDAY", and a sall
board of the same name (written in both EnglishBerdgali) hung in front of the home until, | belegg\the early1970s. The
board appears in the Muggeridge film, and alschiotpgraphs of the home that have been reprintetbimy books on
Mother Teresa, such as in Goree and Barbier's holokh was first published in 1971 (the book il &tiprint).

Indeed, the board still exists (or will do untilcbutime that this book is published)itdies upside down in a small alcove |
inside the main door on the left hand side. Itd&/ra collector's item no doubt.

Mother Teresa's home in Dum Dum, near Calcuttadiiip also built on land donated by the West Béstgie government
-- the site had been a refugee camp (the Missiesaifi Charity ran one of the smallest camps atiihe) during the
Bangladesh war in 1971. After the war ended theeguwent allowed Mother Teresa to keep the landbthieling was
donated by a Catholic foundation, which annountsedfion a marble plaque inside the home. Moth&s ahipped in with
some of the money she got from the John F Kennedg -- hence the name: "Nirmala Kennedy Cen
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Mother's newest home in Calcutta, in Tangra, iséw@w not on government donated land; she rentsititefrom the
government. According to Father Le Joly:

"..the government had given her a very large pityder the nominal rent of one rupee [1.5 pencggar.” Now why does
she rent, rather than outright own it? In her ovords, " "It is good that the ownership of the laathains with them, said
Mother, always practicahinded, "because if the roads need repairs theyhesle to do them, as it is their property." "32
very good, but the biggest building on this propéids no charitable functions, but is the resig@wfuarters for trainee
Brothers. This is another example how the sta@est Bengal and the city of Calcutta are (unknoWingubsidising the
Missionaries of Charity and its religious activitie

When lies are peddled, slip ups will occur, as leagol in Muggeridge's book Something Beautiful fodG- on page 32,
Muggeridge says, "..she has never accepted anymyoeat grants in connection with her medical ardaavork”, only to
guote her on page 103, "We are trying to buildventof peace on the land that the government gawemne years back, 34
acres of land."

As recently as June 1997, Mother Teresa was adkévg York's mayor Giuliani to give her a building slee could extend
her AIDS home (a worthy request no doubt), and,astked for free parking permits for her nuns. Sttettge latter
immediately, and no doubt she will also get therfer.

If I gave a list of all the Missionaries of Charliyildings that have been donated by governmemtgtenChurch, it will run
into a small treatise. Their first building, whev®ther House now is, was bought by funds providgthle Archbishop of
Calcutta --it was bought at a knockdown price in 1951 asMiuslim owner was fleeing India in a hurry after tpeartition of
the sub continent:

"The largest figure he [Archbishop] could proposesvess than the worth of the land on which theseauas built; but
miraculously the offer was accepted."33

Two of her other buildings in Calcutta, one by Saalrailway station, and the other on expensiv& Bareet, have been
donated by the Church. Neither of these buildirags d charitable function. In various other partdfa, such as in Agra,
Mother's homes are situated within the compound3atiiolic churches. In the United States, the Ghbias bent over
backwards to give her property. Her home for AICfSignts in New York's exclusive Greenwich villagdT Washington
Road) is in a building which used to be a preslyyter Italy, almost all her operations are run frohurch premises, and
many of these do not have charitable activities. idmnery in Cagliari in Sardinia adjoins a chuactd when | visited the
place in December 1996, | found the structure beémgvated by the government department that laétkes historical
buildings.

And yet, | am sure, people will continue to beliéVe don't accept government grants; we don't dadgyrch donations...
as this has been uttered by the holiest personrdiroe. It was a major theme in some of her obiasa

| just do not know how to react to statements |iéne Sisters go out at night to work, to pick wgople from the streets."” |
can assure you they do not. They retire earlyeutB p.m., and a major earthquake will not brimgn to the doors, at least
not in Calcutta. | have numerous recorded telepltoneersations where | was trying to have somelaatiyitted to the
home for the dying in Calcutta in the middle of thight, and the Sisters kept insisting that | bitufe person at 9 a.m. the
following morning. (I am not saying if | turned @p the door with the man, he would have been tuavealy.) Indeed, until
few years back, the home for the dying did not évave a nun staying there overnight -- the buildirg left to the mercy
of sweepers and local anti socials. Mother agrequdvide two nuns for the night after intense agin by some volunteers.

| cannot say that Mother Teresa had always bedousadnd calculating about misrepresenting heritetide activities --
from time to time she becomes extremely agitatspeeially before people who are close to her,ghatshould be
represented in such an extreme charitable lighenyfor instance, Father Le Joly, first wanted tdena book on her, she
erupted, "Do it, do it.

"We are misunderstood, we are misrepresented, evmereported.
"We are not nurses, we are not doctors, we aréeachers, we are not social workers.

"We are religious, we are religious, we are religid34
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This is not the only time she had made a similateshent. What she had said was the literal truttuialber functions and h
world view, but unfortunately such is her aura tivet world had decided that she said it becausevakédhumble and
gracious. Predictably, in Father Joly's book, hessage does not come across; he eloquently spealkisher charitable
functions.

Mother Teresa herself was the most to blame inrtiseepresentation of her activities. She did geséhperiods of guilt and
remorse that she should be cast as such a figutteaoity, but she would soon lapse into her usuzdenIf there are poor
on the moon, we would go there" etc. She was aftehuman.
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CHAPTER 10

THE POLITICS OF MOTHER TERESA

Mother Teresa issued thousands of disclaimers abguknowledge of politics, but even a casual labker career would
make one wonder if she "doth protest too much."

| wish to make it absolutely clear that unlike Gtwpher Hitchens, | am not judging Mother Teresanfa leftist
sanctimonious angle. According to Hitchens, Mofheresa was bad because she did not share higpoliim afraid | hav
no time for such a view, not least because | haveaiined politics myself.

On an international level, Mother Teresa's politagenda were narrow -- the "politics" of humanrogfuctive intervention,
and, Catholicism. In India however, she often inedl herself with less subtle and more earthly josli
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On the issues of abortion, contraception and Cigikol, she found her political allies in a parteuspectrum in the politic
arena, who are most vociferous in the United Stételeed, her biggest political allies were alsthiis country, as were her
most powerful financial backers. Not all her pakii friends were Catholics, and some -- like Rorédigan -- are sturdy
Christians from other denominations. Without adfugiving an overt call to the American people tite Republican, she
made it very clear -- especially by meeting Remanlihopefuls before elections -- whom she suppowtéten the
Republican presidential nominee Bob Dole was omedlenged by his own party over his anti-aborticedentials, he
invoked the Teresa card, saying that he had bedorgsd by Mother Teresa.

Many of Mother Teresa's political friends were sé€iand anti-Semites, although she herself wakereBut she showed
remarkable expediency in allying herself with angypavho would propagate her causes. This was edjyeeiadent in the
Indian context, which | shall come to later.

Mother Teresa's international political diktat cafoen the Vatican. The friendship between MothereBa and Pope John
Paul Il was more special than which existed betwReagan and Thatcher. Mother never saw eye to #ékelve previous
popes, who were all sitting on the fence on thedss contraception. The current pope, by unequlypceclaring
contraception "anti-life" immediately became herlidg. He has also ruled out any discussion omtlager of women
priests -- indeed, when the Church of England vatddvour of women priests he sent a midnightgeden of protest.
Mother Teresa herself remained irrevocably oppésedomen priests. Explaining why women should r@phests, she
once (in 1984) told an Indian journalist, "Nobodnde a better priest than Our Lady, and she radainly the
handmaiden of the Lord." The Hindu journalist misipreted "Our Lady" as "our ladies" and sent asags through the
international newswires that Mother Teresa apprafagiomen priests. Mother was not amused -- masglaimers
followed, including one that emphasised that shedsby what the pope had said on the issue.1 18,188 National
Associatrion of Religious Women in the US -- theasiwnion as it were -- rebelled against the papthe issue of women
priests. It passed a resolution at its annual cothwve determined to "stand together and not bedmmdkiNow how did the
pope deal with the situation -- a simple phone ttaMother Teresa (she was at the Vatican at the)tivas all was
necessary.

Mother Teresa frequently stated that the "happiagtof my life is when the Holy Father came to Q#h." It was upon her
insistence that the pope decided to visit thisteat Marxist city with a virtually non-existent talic population. It is
noteworthy that Mother's happiest day was not wstengot the divine revelation that she must le&rectoisters, or when
she founded her order, or her first home, or tblhtr first resident, but when she managed to lihiedhead of an alien
order into an Indian city.

After Mother Teresa's death, there remain in thellsooterie of the pope's closest circle otherautirthodox stalwarts like
Cardinal O'Connor of New York, Cardinal Sin of Rfpines and Cardinal Ratzinger. Ratzinger, who &iss close to
Mother Teresa, cannot tolerate other religionse-rdtently called Buddhism "au&vetic”. He also excommunicated his ¢
priest., Tissa Balasuriya of Sri Lanka, whose crihveas to portray the Virgin Mary in a robust, utimdox light.
(Balasuriya has recently been accepted back indié a sustained world wide protest amongstédib€atholics.) Ratzingt
heads the Congregation for the Doctrine of FaitbRy; the successor to the Holy Office of the Indiga. In this all male,
chauvinistic, women-unfriendly club Mother Teresaswnade welcome, because her views were iderithbse of the
male members. She was their most effective ambassadeed, this supremely feminine wispy nun d¢iad saree was
regarded an honorary man by the Vatican innereircl

Every religious order wishes to have footholdseimitories ruled over by other faiths, but the \¢ati found it difficult, if no
impossible, to break into the Muslim and Socidlisicks. Both the Vatican political machinery andthkr know that she
was the one person who would be allowed in hos#itétory. Any government in the world who wouldeet her advances
would do so at their own peril.

Regimes which would not normally allow the possassif the Bible, had to accede to her request tetia. She went to
Ethiopia, Libya, Tunisia and Iraq. These footholse ostensibly (in press briefings etc.) for ctadnlie purposes, but in
reality they were to fly the lone flag of Catho$ioi. In Tunis for instance, her order has a conkkahho home; in Libya,
they would not be allowed to found a home eveheftwanted to.

Fidel Castro found it impossible to say no to fasrhe knew he would alienate many of his suppoatensnd the world if he
did so. Under Vatican diktat, Mother flew in (byiyate jet) to Havana from Fort Lauderdale, Florafa9 July 1986 to meet
Castro. Castro was obliged to agree to her conmirig Cuba, as saying no to Mother Teresa would has@nt committing a
public relations suicide. Once the permission heghlgiven, Mother Teresa declared quite frankly tlea mission in Cuba
would be "involved in spiritual work.
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During the 1980s Mother became obsessed with getiio Soviet Union, and wrote Gorbachev many tetdb be let in.
One remembers the famous photograph of her addgeagiress conference in Moscow on 21 August 1@8édih a
portrait of Karl Marx. Her last obsession was Chighe was known to mutter even in the midst ofdesere ilinesses, "Let
us pray that we get into China."

Latin America was a special case for both the mogeMother. Here the two have taken on the stradédighting socialisn
with Catholicism. Both Mother and John Paul Il especially worried about "Liberation Theology", wiithey consider a
pernicious Marxist corruption of Christian teachiipther Teresa had great contempt for do-goodesi{srwho engage in
community work: "l say to all priests: You have hacome priests to be social workers."2 The Vatl@nsingled out
Nicaragua a special case because of the populheitg of the Sandinistas, and Mother Teresa padalicivent in with the
cross -- her order's newest establishment in Nigerdfounded 1997) is a contemplative house, whuwat this country
needs is more charitable institutions.

Because of her association with the pope, Motheeseeis not universally popular in South Americanyl of the priests
there treat her with suspicion and contempt. Ond&razil, Brothers belonging to her order who hathe to set up a
mission, were asked by local priests to "move on".3

South American priests have not forgiven the pope&ment of Archbishop Romero of El Salvador wias murdered in
1980 by the country's CIA sponsored death squatewbnducting mass. Ten months before he was kikRednero had
travelled to the Vatican to tell the pope aboutrglentless murder of citizens and Catholic priegis were standing up to
the military junta; the same pope, who was brindlregworld down with his protestations about humights violations in
Eastern Europe, kept Romero waiting for six weeleiie meeting him -- although normally Archbishdpse immediate
access to the pontiff. When John Paul finally metrigro briefly, he sent him away with advice to marsiways.

Vatican's support of Haiti's military (and fasd@tholic) dictatorships was equally bizarre, angehieo Mother Teresa
vociferously echoed the Vatican line. When Haitiititary overthrew the democratically elected (sdist Catholic) priest
Jean-Bertrand Aristide in 1991, the Vatican wasathly state to formally recognise the junta. Eveooading to John Paul
II's hagiographer Tad Szulc:

"Strange as it may sound, there were no Vaticatept® against massive human rights violationsudioy numerous
killings, during the junta's rule, and not a singlélic word of support for Aristide's restoratimnoffice. Subsequently,
Aristide applied to the Holy See to allow him tave priesthood altogether."4

Mother Teresa of course, was an old friend of thdithilitia. She and the notorious Duvalier familywho used to "rule”
with the help of their private army the Tonton Matas -- had a tremendous mutual attraction. Wherviited Haiti as the
guest of the Duvaliers (to receive the Haitian loagil'Honneur) she heaped paeans on Madame Duwdlgenot only had
milked millions off the state coffers, but was aésoinstrument of torture. Mother said to Michelgv@lier, "Madame
President, the country vibrates with your life w6ri8he also added that she had never seen "theppopie so familiar with
their head of state as they were with her. It whsautiful lesson for me."

| am aware that Mother's apologists say that stejust being nice to her hosts -- part of diplomatiotocol. After going
through a few hundred speeches she made in hiémifén all possible corners of the earth to alhmer of hosts, | am
afraid | cannot agree with this line of argumerite ®ardly ever spoke about her hosts in her spegekien when accepting
awards -- her speeches were usually quite prakxtisg off with the poverty theme (of both bodydamind) and then
launching into a long diatribe against abortion.

The praise heaped on the Duvaliers was a specidliaae that she reserved for the very selecipsehlife view she
endorsed. | can think of only Reagan who receiwaida endorsement. Even Rome's mayor Rutelli -whe said he wants
to rid the city of gypsies by 20005 -- who she wasicularly fond of, had not received such praise.

It is not that Mother Teresa condoned indiscrimendliing by ruthless dictators, but her line wa#f you are doing all right
in religion and abortion, then whatever else yoghhdo | shall overlook.

Mother's most useful political role came in therngdaading to the demolition of the Socialist bloltks now known
(accepted by the Vatican) that the pope workedetyosith the CIA to bring about the just death afsEern Europe. He and
Mother worked tirelessly to be let into one Eastloc country after another, years before the Beslall came down.
Again the sole purpose was political destabilisgtiather than charity -- the case of Mother's Bastin home is an
example. She came to East Berlin in June 1980lezhd procession of 20000 Catholics -- she catled i'outdoor mass”,
although | cannot remember her having held an autdmss anywhere el-- that was not her style. She opened her hoi
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East Berlin in 1981 at the height of the cold wawvo years after her Nobel even the East Germéroaties could not say
no to her. But within days of the Berlin wall cogidown, the home was closed -- when in fact, suchrnae would have
been direly needed to give succour to easternmeith its new and manifold problems.

Ostensibly however, Mother Teresa maintained dégtdrom Cold War politics, even in situations whieg intervention (c
mere association) would have been greatly benkfiwidetainees and dissenters -- when all the winaogthe 1979 Nobel
Prizes decided to send a letter to Brezhnev pinteat the detention of a young Russian scierttist]one laureate who
would not sign the letter was Mother Teresa --auld be (look) too "political" before the world. A, in India she
behaved differently. In July 1997, when a developiweorker called Sanjoy Ghose was kidnapped byrsg¢ipaguerrillas ir
Assam, Mother Teresa (to her credit) sent a fapgeal from the Vatican (she was here on her vetyiait) asking the
terrorists to release him. (Ghose was later founddered.)

Mother Teresa was instrumental in trivialising @&iro Population Conference of 1994. As a soverstigte, the Vatican
was invited to participate in the conference, altitol find it odd that a "state" without any womemd children among its
population would be invited at all -- but then, wdym | to quibble at such matters -- such is thetabd the Vatican.

The Catholic establishment fought tooth and nailiteck the conference and succeeded to a largatemong the ploys
employed was a personally signed sugary letteremded to the conference by Mother Terestacentained her usual wort
"If a mother can kill her own child, what is theéestop you and me from killing each other?" Sts® ahade it quite clear
that she had the capacity to look after all thdiom$ of unwanted children in the world: "If thegea child that you don't
want or can't feed or educate, give that child & hwill look after that child." No doubt, most tife non Catholic delegates
believed her -- Mother Teresa did not tell liestekfthe Conference was over, the Vatican heldiatsom by refusing to
sign the common declaration unless the wordingcehasiged -- the pope and Mother Teresa refusedceradhat artificial
contraception should be available to women undgrcacumstance, including marriage or even aftperdn 1996, the
Vatican cancelled their token $2500 annual contidlouto UNICEF because it was offering the "mornafter pill" to

women who had been raped in central African refuggeaps.

After the Cairo conference came the 1995 Fourthf€ence on Women in Beijing. Here Mother Teresatvogie step
further. She roped in Mercedes Wilson from thetriging ultra orthodox Family of the Americas Foutida to carry her
letter (that she had written unsolicited) and ri¢aol the conference. Mother's letter was trenchamd attacked the concept
of the independent woman:

"No jobs, no plans, no possessions, no idea @&dfse’ can take the place of love. ...Yet we caitralgshis gift of
motherhood, especially by the evil of abortion, &lsb by thinking that things like jobs or positiosre more important .....

The letter made headline news around the worldatthe Conference also received a signature astéipcampaign from a
thousand poor women of Calcutta supporting its weent through the Family Planning Associationrafi&) never became
known.

Many of Mother's most high profile admirers aregpendent women, and indeed some of them mighttevsnthat career
is more important than child rearing -- | hope gedjxe Joan Collins, Julia Roberts, Gina Lollolida, Elizabeth Taylor,
Elizabeth Hurley -- not to mention thousands of ilmedomen from around the world -- realise in whattempt they were
held by their heroine.

In her own case, Mother Teresa did not deem heaisedfeer woman, as she was "doing it for Jesus".

| hate to acknowledge this, but | think that whiecomes to social issues, even the present papadh more liberal than
Mother Teresa -- the pope, in his letter to thgiBgiconference did not mention the "handmaideté,rbut said that men
and women are equal but different -- "uni-duality&é also said unequivocally, "Thank you, women wiook!"

Mother Teresa's protestations that she did nobpaily attend international conferences becaugentbald be too political,
do not stand up to scrutiny because she was asiabffiatican delegate in the 1975 UN Internationadmen's Conference
Mexico City; the Vatican did not however allow herhead the delegation -- that honour went to a sm&mshop Ramon
Torrella Cascante.

So far as abortion is concerned, it was Mother Jereho changed it from a personal to politicaléssuer the last few
decades. Left to themselves, the old men at theedfgtone suspects, would have been ignored aschimf out of touch
fogies.
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It was astonishing that the world media reporteith\reat deference Mother Teresa's call to theshods of women in
Bangladesh who had become pregnant after beingl tap@akistani soldiers during the country's ingelemce war in 197
to go on and have the babies. The sole voice aritither was that of Germaine Greer, who was dised as a "loony
feminist" by journalists. The barbaric torture wagbed on these captive women was described by Ggldenan writing fol
the American magazine Ms.6 Goldman wrote abouthimen being held in barracks and used as "cigamstshines” by
soldiers, and one of the latter was quoted as gayWie used the girls until they died." She deslithe case of an eight
year old girl who was found to be too small for suddiers' needs and was slit to accommodate timehtreen raped until st
died.

It is interesting that Mother Teresa did not uttevord of condemnation about the soldiers' act@reven a word of
sympathy for the women. Her entire obsession waisttie raped women if pregnant must not have abrtiShe could ha
extended assistance toward all the tortured andesbwomen, but instead she chose to offer helpd-tlzat too only until
childbirth -- to only those raped women who wouslé their babies. What is not generally known & nouch heed was
paid to Mother's frantic calls -- fewer than fiftyomen actually had the babies, that too for vari@asons unconnected with
Mother's plea.

Outside the Indian sub-continent, Mother Teresalsvoove the earth to prevent a single abortione& she often
travelled the earth to stop an abortion, or fordhese of abortion. Back in May 1981 she heardtbafriend the anti-
abortion Republican senator Mark Hatfield had vatgdinst the Hyde amendment which sought to profaderal funding
of abortion for poor women who had been subjecafe or incest -- he did it for a technical readnrt,that did not stop
Mother Teresa to travel to Capitol Hill to quiz Higend for two hours (in the company of two militaanti-abortion
activists) about what he was up to -- "She ...adena very heavy pitch on the abortion questioa,8did. The anti-abortion
lobby made Hatfield's life so miserable that he feased to admit, "They have just as mean, uncomging, unloving
spirit as anyone I've faced on Vietnam or Panam@lGa any other controversial issue. You hear abimipower of the
National Rifle Association and its communicatiogstem in reaching Congress,... well let me tell, ytbey're piker:
compared to these outfits." Although Mother Tenesa at the helm of this "mean, uncompromising, vinig' pack,
Hatfield spared her, saying she was a naive olgh\\tb was being manipulated -- she was always likewpared whatever
she did. Later, she met Hatfield in the companprasident Reagan (who was in favour of the Hydenaiment) and made
it very clear that letting the side down (for whagereason) was not something she took to verylkintithis is not active
politics, | would like to know what is.

Mother Teresa had actively campaigned against @GiemFerraro (a Catholic who did not have an alisadbjection to
abortion) during the US presidential elections @84, when she was the Democratic vice-presidemdialinee. On 15
October, New York's Cardinal O'Connor launchedtgbpublic attack against Ferraro at a meetingathedral High
School -- Mother Teresa suddenly "appeared unarcgaliron the dais and stood by O'Connor throughwutangth of the
speech. Three days later Ferraro was suddenlyhatdshe was not welcome at the Catholic Poliftiaher Meeting that
she was supposed to speak at -- it is well knowahMother Teresa had been influential in makingdiganisers take that
decision. At a later date, O'Connor had the honesadmit that his critics found him "meddle initiok to much." (CNS se
98). Such a statememt would never pass Mother @srkgs -- honesty was not one of her fortes.

In February 1994, Mother Teresa especially camashington D.C. to file an amicus curiae in favotiAlexander Loce
(see also Chapter 1) who was being prosecutedebst#ite of New Jersey for vandalising his formdefgend's abortion
clinic. Her letter to the Supreme Court was in tsual vein -- long winded and (humbly) describifighee work she was
doing with poor. | believe an amicus curiae cariillee in the US only by an American citizen, so siagd, "Like that
[unborn] child, | can be considered an outsidaminot an American citizen. ...In many senses hkwniat it is like to be
without a country. | also know what is like to beadopted citizen of other lands."

She went on to heap praise on US civilisationr('a.uniquely courageous and inspiring way, Amehias kept faith." etc.)
before coming to the ad rem; she said, "Yet, theiebeen one infinitely tragic and destructive dejpa from those
American ideals in recent memory. It was this cewtvn decision in Roe v. Wade (1973) to exclugeuthborn child from
the human family. You ruled that a mother, in cdtadion with her doctor, has broad discretion, guéeed against
infringement by the United States Constitutiongli@ose to destroy her unborn child. ...America seedword from me to
see how your decision in Roe v. Wade has deforngreat nation.

"The Constitutional Court of the Federal Repubfi&Germany recently ruled that 'the unborn chilérigitled to its rights to
life independently of acceptance by its mothekmericans...must weep that your own governmerpredent, seems blind
to this truth.”

| think people will agree with me that these arethe words of an oth-worldly nun.
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Eight months prior to Loce v. New Jersey (I am idffeam not aware of the outcome of the case) Mofteeesa had found
herself in Dublin stoking up the already boilindipcal passions over an abortion that has gone linsh history -- that of
the 14 year old girl who is known as "X", who fptegnant as result of rape by an older married mmadune 1993 Mother
Teresa was interviewed on the 98 FM radio talk shosted by the popular Father Michael Cleary wisbeeruled out
abortion for "X" saying, "Abortion can never be assary because it is pure killing."7 Father Cldaityo was later
discovered to have had a wife for 26 years andgrean up children), and who maintained that the £&4%e was a
conspiracy by liberals to change the law, askedhigloif she would ever accept abortion in casespér"No, never,"8 she
replied. As it happened, "X" had had a miscarriagéhen.

Ireland had had a abortion referendum in NovemB8g 1which, despite non-stop prayers by Mother Jargave women
the right to travel to another country for abortibm1990, she had lost another marathon prayéeli@acked up by
representations to Prime Minister Thatcher andowarMPs) to have the UK abortion bill quashed.peénthese
circumstances -- central to Mother's life view dedhg --are brought up during beatification, when miraciésbe invoked
-- such as the one when she was praying for fumda property in London, only to open a purse and the exact amount
in cash!

Mother Teresa seemed to have felt some kind ofatiin to interfere in Ireland's social and poditiprocesses. Before
the1995 referendum on divorce, she wrote a lettdressing the Irish nation asking the populationdi® against legalising
divorce. The pope also issued a similar statenTdms. led the Irish columnist Gene Kerrigan to rekthiat "people who
keep silent when children are raped by priestsiavefull of chat."9 Mother was also full of prayevshich failed again --
the "Yes" vote won.

Some people have always been more equal in theoéyles Vatican top brass it-was not therefore surprising when Mot
Teresa made an exception when it came to Princiesg® divorce. Commenting on her marriage, slteanlAmerican
journalist, "It is good that it [the royal marrigge over. ........ I know | should be preaching fignove and unity, but in thei
case........... "10 She would of course tell miliaf ordinary women to live in a violent and abesimarriage. Similarly the
Vatican has always been only too keen to allowMlo@aco royal family to divorce, when ordinary Cdit® are denied
annulments.

Mother was confronted on the issue of paedophikss by the Dublin journalist Kathy Ward. She ireg) "Pray, pray and
make sacrifices for those who are going througlh sexrible temptations."11 It is not that she wgaiast custodial
sentencing per se: she once said in New Orleahsltieavanted to open a special jail for doctors wdormed
abortions.12

Contraception was another political battlegroundMother, although she kept utterly quiet on theiesin India. In a fairly
recent television address to the American natiba,declared, "Once that living love is destroyeatbgtraception, abortion
follows very easily. ......... let us never bringtiive worst problem of all, that is to destroy loVais is what happens when we
tell people to practise contraception and aborti#In her eyes, abortion and contraception weedides of the same coin
-- | wish her millions of contraception loving deees the world over realise that.

Mother Teresa was silent on contraception in Ihgieause here opposition to contraception is coresidakin to terrorism
against the state, by governments of all politpeksuasions. Mother once got slightly unstuck irxide on the grievous
charge of violation of national constitutional pmipples --the newspaper Diario del Pacifico charged her wathtempt of th
country's constitution when she opposed birth abritra conference in Acapulco in August 1982 e ghickly left for
Honduras leaving the controversy behind her.

It is not entirely true that Mother Teresa saidhieg against contraception in India. Unable to takeoral stance on the
issue, she paftinded a "medical” study on natural contraceptmprove her case. Incidentally this (substantiekpensive
study is the only medical or paramedical activitgttshe ever contributed to. There are enormousrappties for
somebody with her level of funds to contribute tedical research in Calcutta, because here lieS¢heol of Tropical
Medicine, an internationally renowned centre foptcal diseases -- the malaria parasite was disedveere, earning
Ronald Ross a Nobel Prize in1902. The "Tropicald®thundertakes original research in tuberculdsisrosy, malaria (a
real scourge of India), malnutrition, specific hbagroblems of child labourers -- all of which wetgpposed to be projects
dear to Mother Teresa's heart, but none of whiehester assisted in any way.

Mother's natural contraception study, entitled "$ymthermia Vis a Vis Fertility Control" was headagher own
gynaecologist Professor Ajay Ghosh. They "studiedD00 slum women of Calcutta and showed that nlatoraraception,
with the help of a thermometer, a temperature cladtan ability to check the character of cervinatus, worked
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The study is statistically heavily flawed, but etteaily it was published in the Journal of Obstetiénd Gynaecology of
India (1982; 32: 443-447), with which Professor Gbas close links. It is now quoted ad nauseuthdédatholic anti
contraception brigade as a valid study. | knowiitd fact that many of the women in the study wlcame pregnant went
on to have abortions.

Professor Ghosh, who used to perform abortions gusto in the past, has now given them up. Hedbatsly the only
gynaecologist in Calcutta not to do them -- Mothsihgle success story in Calcutta.

Mother Teresa was convinced that natural contrameghould be the norm rather than a matter ofah@he talked about
it at length in her Nobel speech:

"And in Calcutta alone in six years -- it is all@alcutta --we have had 61,273 babies less from the familles would have
had, but because they practise this natural waypstaining, of self-control, out of love for eadher. We teach them the
temperature metre which is very beautiful, verygnand our poor people understand. And do yowknbat they have
told me? Our family is healthy, our family is urdteand we can have a baby whenever we want. So-eléese people in
the street, those beggars -- .."

Well, beautiful it may be, but natural contraceptis anything but simple. Just imagine the scerebeggar woman lying
a pavement in Calcutta in her shack ("walls" maidgumny drapings) getting up in the morning -- with wheeler trucks
thundering by, filling her "room" with diesel smokethen coyly checking if her cervical mucus haséd "slippery
mucoid", then picking up the fertility thermomefesm the pavement to check her BBT (basal body tratpre), and finall
neatly recording the temperature on a beautifuitghianed on to a gunny "wall".

| do not think it would an exaggeration to say thaood few middle class women would find natucaitcaception
techniques a bit trying. But of course, Mother Bare "beautiful poor" would anything for her. Notteg less than 2% of
female beggars and less than 25% of female slunfietedave any reading skills at all -- but | doift#ny would able to
read small thermometer calibrations in English elmakt them on a graph. No matter, fevers, espgaiadilaria, are rife in
this population and would make BBT somewhat untnab

And yet, when Mother Teresa -- who washed hypoderneedles in cold water before re-using them ferumpteenth time
and who supplied one bottle for twenty babies inff@nes -- told her "beautiful” tale of natural t@eeption to the world,
everybody believed her. A saint does not tell idé she says she supplies thousands of fertitigrmometers to Calcutta's
slum women, then supply them she must! It is sifieally impossible to calculate exactly how mamgs$ children were ba
to certain number of couples practising a certa@thmd of birth control -- one only hazard a veryghb guess. In that
context Mother's Nobel Prize figure of "61,273particularly disingenuous, and was quoted to mistea world -- yes,
deliberately.

Empowered women, who have everything going for theho are in an equal relationship, who are abkatono to their
partners -- natural contraception is for them (n&yhli is bizarre to propose such a method to skamen -- perhaps this is
another example of how out of touch Mother Tereaa with Indian slum women.

A (very articulate) Irish Catholic woman called W&aMullarney once wrote in a Catholic weekly14 hslve finished up
with 11 children through practising natural conéaiion. "The greatest damage was done by the atikisovho persistently
linked abortion and contraception,” she wrote. faf@icated the popes in the suffering caused to wmithrough this
method. However Mother Teresa is never includetién'authorities”, although she had been the migst frofile person in
the world who used to propound that such a linkviocably existed; it was partly due to her impriandbat the Vatican got
its courage to go out and tell the world of théugs of natural family planning.

Regarding her statistic of how many less babiegwern to the poor in Calcutta, Mark Tully, the BB@rmer India
correspondent -- and one of her admirers -- haanied, "It is not known how the figure was arrivaed'15. Nonetheless,
the figure doubled itself eighteen months laterewMother claimed in Washington D.C. that her "hi#aumethod" had
resulted in 134,000 fewer babies in Calcutta ireseyears.16

Having given up on contraception and abortion midnMother chose instead to concentrate her palibirief on
Catholicism. Although her comment "I help Hindusrome better Hindus, Muslims better Muslimstc.Jéis regularly
vaunted by the media, it is well known to thoseselto her that she had an (entirely understandaétee of unfulfilment
owing to the utter lack of impact Catholicism haddea in India during her lifetime. Once Edward Desthérom Timel7
magazine asked her, "Friends of yours say youisappointed that your work has not brought aboutenconversations in
this great Hindu nation." Her reply had not beerywmnvincing. Desmond went on to ask, "And shahkly [Hindus] love
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Jesus too?", to which she replied, "Naturallyhéyt want peace, if they want joy, let them findude's

Mother Teresa took a keen interest in the comptditigal processes of India; she allied herseltvitie political party
which she felt was friendliest to Catholicism. Thiw felt was the Congress party, of the Nehru-Biathghasty. Mother had
a personal relationship with Indira Gandhi, andtiess with the Gandhi family became stronger dfles Gandhi's son Raji
married the Italian Catholic Sonia. Even todayalirof Mother's Delhi homes large portraits of redand Rajiv (former
Prime Ministers both) hang beside her own picture.

In India's vibrant democratic history the darkestipd was between 1975 and 1977, when Mrs Gandiosed a "State of
Emergency" on the country after being judiciallgicted of election malpractices. The period of Egeercy in India is one
difficult to describe to an outsider -- from a pigially open society, India overnight became a ¢guaf midnight (and
midday) knocks on the door. Political censorshig waposed on newspapers, television, radio and ememercial
producers of films and entertainment -- when Kighikumar, India's most popular singer refused tg aina fund raising
party for Congress, Mrs Gandhi's son Sanjay isserse notes to all the record companies (incluéiMy India) to scrap
all his contracts -- as a result he was banned &ibioroadcasting systems, public or private, dmaps had to take his
records off their shelves.

A draconian new law called the Maintenance of maé&Security Act was passed, under which anybodydcbe imprisoned
(without a reason being given) and detained indtefin The jails were at bursting point with patil prisoners, among the
Mahatma Gandhi's one time associate Jayaprakasty&ara leader of the masses and considered abayepplitics -- it
was later revealed that he had been slow poisanpdson by arsenic, causing his kidneys to fail.

The real ruler of India during Emergency was Mrai@d's late younger son Sanjay, who did not holgafice of the state
but issued all the orders. Sanjay had a passiopdjpulation control and issued monthly "sterilisattargets”. As a
consequence, slum dwellers (mostly men) were radingeand forcibly sterilised -- among them manyngmen who had
never been married.

Sanjay also cared deeply for Delhi's beautificgtaord one fateful night bulldozers arrived at thekiman Gate slums,
where the "poorest of the poor" among Delhi's Muslhad lived for generations. By morning, Turkmaxtgbecame a
clean expanse.

The people deployed to keep order during Emergemg mainly black shirt criminals from Sanjay's Oflo Wing",
assisted by uniformed officers from the crypticalgmed Research and Analysis Wing. A group of tapfe milling at a
street corner was considered a "political assemdohyl' arrested. Disappearances became common.

It was moving to see that Mother Teresa consideezdriendship with Mrs Gandhi precious enoughvertook the small
incident at the Turkman slums, and the ongoing granognes of forced sterilisation. Issuing an appreealificate for the
state of Emergency, she said, "People are hapjiere are more jobs. There are no strikes."18

I do not think it is good enough to say that Mothwis not aware of the goings on during Emergencgliee of censorship -
- the Catholic establishment was well aware offtlieed sterilisation activities. She was actualijidsed by the Catholic
press for her comments, even in the United Statiesre a long leader in American Catholic Churcliaised her for
ignoring human rights abuses.

When Mrs Gandhi was overthrown and all the horufétails of Emergency were exposed, Mother Tergsaat withdraw
her comments. Indeed her friendship with the Gafathily went from strength to strength. One of kisg players in
Mother's political activities in India, especialtyher dealings with the Gandhi dynasty, is Navira®la, one of her two
official biographers. Chawla is a top ranking csdirvant in Delhi who is well known to smooth hexys through Indian
bureaucracy. During the Emergency, Chawla was &ipeclose to the tyrant Sanjay Gandhi -- aftenjag's death, he
quickly switched his allegiance to Rajiv and Saftiiee brothers had not been the best of friends).

It is well known that Mother Teresa disliked Moiddgsai, who became Prime Minister of India in 19@fowing Indira
Gandhi's defeat. Her letter to Desai protestindpaicurbing of certain benefits that Christian noisaries enjoyed is much
flaunted by Catholic circles as an example of lwerrage -- and indeed courageous it was, being uactegistically
straightforward and only lightly charged with hesual plangent echolalia. But it contained a passdgeh betrays a degree
of viciousness hitherto unknown; addressing thge&2 old Desai, Mother said, "Are you not afraidzafd?................ Mr

Desai, you are so close to meeting God face ta fagender what answer you will give..........".
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It is widely known that Desai was hurt by her conmise He however went on to live another 17 yeadsched in 1995, age
99.

In the last few years, Mother Teresa successfuibjded direct political involvement in India, safeg the one episode over
quotas for dalit Christians. These are Christiahe are genealogically lower caste Hindus, and aneathding inclusion in
the positive discrimination quotas that lower casitedus are entitled to -- these quotas applyltfpbk and college and
university places, and in some areas 80% of pla@asbe reserved. The Indian government said thestzns by definitiol
are casteless and refused to accede to the daigti@hs' demands.

During November 1995, all Christian denominatiam$nidia organised massive protests over the @alitd, urging the
government to rethink its decision on "lower caSkeistians". They were delighted when Mother Temg@ed to join in, &
it raised the profile from a national to an intdioaal level. On 18 November, Mother Teresa pgsétéd in a dharna (sit-in)
and fast in Delhi demanding reservations for dafitistians.

Then suddenly criticism of her actions starteddiog in, especially from the Indian media, who aocemally sympathetic t
her (a lot of resentment exists in India over resons). Even her dear old Calcutta Statesmarlighga a sarcastic
cartoon, asking why she should be spared when Masdre called communal and divisive if they askdfaotas for
extremely poor members of their community. Natyrethe Hindu party the BJP, was quite scathingh8wzsSwaraj of the
BJP, calling her sitr "a pitiful event" said, "Mother Teresa, insteadighting this evil practice [of caste] wantsitdroduce
the evil in her own religion. Her actions will do good to the society, the country or to her owigien."

Mother Teresa, who moved quite expertly in respdagmiblic and media opinion in India, now did ateuvolte-face. She
took the unprecedented step of calling a pressecente (on 24 November) at Mother House in Calartthdenied all
knowledge of the sit-in! She said she thought it weerely a prayer session. Her denial was emphatieve never
participated in any sita demonstrations or demanded reservations for @aliistians."19 A professional politician couldtl
have done it better.

The Christian community in India widely accused ba "let down". Asked to comment on her deniasH®p Vincent
Consessao said, "When we invited her, we gavehieegiitire programme but it probably did not registéher mind."20

Why Mother suddenly and so dramatically ran awaynfthe dalit issue is open to conjecture; one easald be that she
did not want to embarrass the Congress party, whiahin power in India at the time. | personalljnkhMother Teresa
would have enhanced her reputation in India (amimgih Christians and non Christians) if she hamhshintegrity over th
issue rather than take a U-turn -- but then, steweaer entirely comfortable in her adopted country

Sunanda K Datta-Ray, formerly editor of the Cal8tatesman and editorial adviser to the Singaptedts Times, who
had known and dealt with Mother Teresa (purely jousnalistic capacity) for years, has always sgtgicontested Mother
Teresa's naive and innocent image when it comestters of intrigue. He has told of an incident whe was asked to
interview Mother Teresa for a television programm@a.the eve of the interview he did a preparatasit end asked Mother
some ever so slightly uncomfortable questionsotavidh theological issues -- the next day he disced that he had been
removed as the interviewer at Mother's own insisteand Desmond Doig (her biographer and sycophaudtpeen instated
instead -- "it is Desmond or no interview," Mothed told Doordarshan (Indian television).

Datta-Ray also talks of an incident that happengthd a flight from Bangkok to Calcutta where Matltame down from
the first class cabin to ask him if he could hedp lger nuns "white passports" -- these are passfiat are given to middle
ranking Indian officials to make travel easier floem.

Another anecdote Datta-Ray tells is one when tlael foé the British Council in Calcutta took a titIEdglishwoman to see
Mother Teresa, but mentioned her title only in passSix months later, Mother telephoned the acistbin London from
Rome, calling her by her correct title, and askedihshe could use one of her houses in a up-rmarka of London to put
up some of her nuns.

Datta-Ray describes Mother Teresa as anything tultqity shy. During his long tenure as the editdihe Statesman,
Mother Teresa used to send him regular messenggually a pair of her nuns) with little notes absoine programme or
the other she was embarking on. Datta-Ray alsomeaf an incident recounted to him by the (late)rsto Basak, who
used to represent Associated Press in Calcuttad@neCalcutta's local journalists went to see Mofheresa about some
topical issue, but were told at the door that neting would be possible because she had suddéwy th. When Basak
sent in his AP card, he was immediately usheretdi
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It may come a surprise to people to know that MoTreresa used to vote in elections in India in1B60s and 70s. As the
main opponents in West Bengal have always beeM#rzists and Congress, it is not difficult to suseawho she voted for.
Indeed, her official biographer Egan describesnaident where a Marxist in Calcutta, on noting itiaelible ink mark on
her finger (that is stamped on voters in Indialmdasting of the vote to prevent impersonatiod)feanarked that perhaps,
as a saintly nun, she should be above party paRic

Latterly she herself had stopped voting, but madésolutely sure that each and every one of hes and novices went out
to cast her vote on election day. As recently @&l19he was writing to West Bengal's Chief Electtmmmissioner to
protest at the exclusion of a number of her nur@altutta's electoral register.23 | was somewhqrsed to see the
Catholic weekly The Universe24 print a photographh( the caption "Nun So Certain"!) of a long crdde of Mother
Teresa's nuns patiently waiting to vote outsidelantion booth in Calcutta during the Indian elees of March 1998.

It is not that the nuns are given a free choiceoite -- like in every other matter within the cldsend hierarchical world of
the Missionaries of Charity, instructions came fribva top as to who to vote for.

| have no problems with Mother Teresa, an Indigimen, voting in an Indian election. There is nathunusual about nuns
voting -- in countries like Ireland or Italy it &sfamiliar sight to find long queues of nuns patiewaiting outside polling
stations.

But Mother Teresa (and the media) should have dpssé¢he wide-eyed bewilderment whenever the wpadditics" was
mentioned. | am afraid the evidence does not nihtetaffectation.
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MOTHER TERESA : WHERE ARE HER MILLIONS?

by
Walter Wuellenweber

The Angel of the poor died a year ago. Donatioifisflsiw in to her Missionaries of Charity like too other cause. But the
winner of the Nobel Peace Prize vowed to live ingrty. What then, happened to so much money?

If there is a heaven, then she is surely there.eAgbonxha Bojaxhiu from Skopje in Macedonia, bdttewn as Mother
Teresa. She came to Calcutta on the 6th of Jari@2§ as an 18 year old sister of the Order of loor@8 years later
luminaries from all over the world assembled indDéth in order to honour her with a state fundrathese 68 years she
founded the most successful order in the histothefCatholic church, received the Nobel PeacesRud became the most
famous Catholic of our time.

Are doubts permitted, regarding this "monument”?

In Calcutta, one meets many doubters.

For example, Samity, a man of around 30 with nthtegho lives in the slums. He is one of the "psbi the poor" to
whom Mother Teresa was supposed to have dedicatdiféh With a plastic bag in hand, he stands kil@nmetre long quet
in Calcutta's Park Street. The poor wait patienthtjl the helpers shovel some rice and lentils their bags. But Samity
does not get his grub from Mother Teresa's insitytut instead from the Assembly of God, an Aweenicharity, that
serves 18000 meals here dalily.

"Mother Teresa?"says Samity, "We have not recearsdhing from her here. Ask in the slums -- who te®ived anything
from the sisters here -- you will find hardly angyd'

Pannalal Manik also has doubts. "I don't understaimgl you educated people in the West have mademvbisan into such a
goddess!" Manik was born some 56 years ago in #mtiagan slum, which at about 300 years of agealisu@a's oldest.
What Manik has achieved, can well be called a "ahéra He has built 16 apartment buildings in the@shiof the slum --
living space for 4000 people. Money for the buitfdimaterials -- equivalent to DM 10000 per apartniriilding -- was
begged for by Manik from the Ramakrishna Missiomn@ian/Hindu charity], the largest assistance-orggtion in India.
The slum-dwellers built the buildings themselvésids become a model for the whole of India. Buatdbout Mother
Teresa? "l went to her place 3 times," said Matske did not even listen to what | had to say. Fore on earth knows tF
the sisters have a lot of money. But no one knowatwhey do with it!"
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In Calcutta there are about 200 charitable orgéinisahelping the poor. Mother Teresa's MissiorsaoeCharity are not
amongst the biggest helpers: that contradictsrttagé of the organisation. The name "Mother Terese'and is tied to the
city of Calcutta. All over the world admirers angpporters of the Nobel Prize winner believe thatuist be there that her
organisation is particularly active in the fightaawst poverty. "All lies," says Aroup ChatterjeEhe doctor who lives in
London was born and brought up in Calcutta. Chattevho has been working for years on a book omiyi of Mother
Teresa, speaks to the poor in the slums of Calautteombs through the speeches of the Nobel Riizeer. "No matter
where | search, | only find lies. For example tles hbout schools. Mother T has often stated thatrsns a school in
Calcutta for more than 5000 children. 5000 childlrerthat would have to be a huge school, one of thgedst in all of Indis
But where is this school? | have never found it,adm | know anybody who has seen it!" says Chagéerj

Compared to other charitable organisations in Gelcthe nuns with the 3 blue stripes are ahe&dadrespects: they are
world famous, and, they have the most money. But imuich exactly, has always been a closely guardegksof the
organisation. Indian law requires charitable orgatidons to publish their accounts. Mother Teres@anisation ignores this
prescription! It is not known if the Finance Mimigin Delhi who would be responsible for charitiastounts, have the
actual figures. Upon STERN's inquiry, the Minisimjormed us that this particular query was listed@assified
information".

The organisation has 6 branches in Germany. Herértancial matters are a strict secret. "It's r@py® business how much
money we have, | mean to say how little we havayssSr Pauline, head of the German operations.aViangelhoff had he
handled the organisation's book-keeping on a vatyritasis until 1981. "We did see 3 million a yéahe remembers. But
Mother Teresa never quite trusted the worldly hedlpempletely. So the sisters took over the finaintianagement
themselves in 1981. "Of course | don't know how mooney went in, in the years after that, but istrhe many multiples
of 3 million," estimates Mrs Tingelhoff. "Mother walways very pleased with the Germans."

Perhaps the most lucrative branch of the organisasi the "Holy Ghost" House in New York's Bronxis&n Shields served
the order there for a total of nine and a half year Sister Virgin. "We spent a large part of e@ahwriting thank you lette
and processing cheques," she says. "Every nighnhdrd5 sisters had to spend many hours preparaaipts for donations.
It was a conveyor belt process: some sisters tyqbers made lists of the amounts, stuffed lefteéosenvelopes, or sorted
the cheques. Values were between $5 and $100.@0@rb often dropped their envelopes filled with @yt the door.
Before Christmas the flow of donations was oftealtp out of control. The postman brought sackffi¢etters -- cheques
for $50000 were no rarity." Sister Virgin remeb#rat one year there was about $50 million in a N@rk bank account.
$50 million in one year! -- in a predominantly n@atholic country. How much then, were they coliegtin Europe or the
world? It is estimated that worldwide they collett least $100 million per year -- and that hanbgoing on for many
many years.

While the income is utter secret, the expenditaresequally mysterious. The order is hardly ablgpend large amounts.
The establishments supported by the nuns are wditiconspicuous) that even the locals have diffictracing them. Often
"Mother Teresa's Home" means just a living accortioddor the sisters, with no charitable funsti@unspicuous or useful
assistance cannot be provided there. The ordar odtzeives huge donations in kind, in additiorhi® monetary
munificence. Boxes of medicines land at Indianaita Donated foograins and powdered milk arrivedntainers at
Calcutta port. Clothing donations from Europe amel WS arrive in unimaginable quantities. On Caisitbavement stalls,
traders can be seen sellin used western labeBSfarpees (DM1) apiece. Numerous traders call"&itirts from Mother,
trousers from Mother."

Unlike with other charities, the Missionaries ofaCity spend very little on their own managementgsithe organisation is
run at practically no cost. The approximately 48@@ers in 150 countries form the most treasuredkfooce of all global
multi-million dollar operations. Having taken vowspoverty and obedience, they work for no pay psuged by 300,000
good citizen helpers.

By their own admission, Mother Teresa's organisalias about 500 locations worldwide. But for pusehar rent of
property, the sisters do not need to touch theiklzcounts. "Mother always said, we don't spendhfat," remembers
Sunita Kumar, one the richest women in Calcuttasamposedly Mother T's closest associate outselertier. "If Mother
needed a house, she went straight to the ownethetié was the State or a private person, and abda him for so lon
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that she eventually got it free."

Her method was also successful in Germany.In MéretiBethlehem House" was dedicated in Hamburggétes for
homeless women. Four sisters work there. The astthiedly conspicuous building cost DM2.5 millionh& fortunes of the
order have not spent a penny toward the amountnidrey was collected by a Christian associatiddamburg. With
Mother T as figure head it was naturally short wirlcollect the millions.

Mother Teresa saw it as as her God given rightmevieave to pay anyone for anything. Once she hoiggd for her nuns
in London for GBE500. When she was told she'd hayway at the till, the diminutive seemingly harsdenun showed her
Balkan temper and shouted, "This is for the worksofl!" She raged so loud and so long that evenytadbusinessman
waiting in the queue paid up on her behalf.

England is one of the few countries where the ISstbow the authorities at least a quick glancéneir accounts. Here the
order took in DM5.3 million in 1991. And expenséw(uding charitable expenses)? -- around DM360@0@ss than 7%.
Whatever happened to the rest of the money? Sistessina, the head for England, defensively st&8sry we can't tell
you that." Every year, according to the returnsdfivith the British authorities, a portion of tletfine is sent to accounts
the order in other countries. How much to whichrtades is not declared. One of the recipients isdwer, always Rome.
The fortune of this famous charitable organistagcontrolled from Rome, -- from an account at\#atican bank. And
what happens with monies at the Vatican Bank iseswet that even God is not allowed to know abto@re thing is sure
however -- Mother's outlets in poor countries dolenefit from largesse of the rich countries. offecial biographer of
Mother Teresa, Kathryn Spink, writes, "As soontesdisters became established in a certain couvitbther normally
withdrew all financial support.” Branches in vemedy countries therefore only receive start-upstasce. Most of the
money remains in the Vatican Bank.

STERN asked the Missionaries of Charity numerausgsifor information about location of the donatidmsth in writing as
well in person during a visit to Mother Teresa'sismin Calcutta. The order has never answered.

"You should visit the House in New York, then ybulhderstand what happens to donations," sayssay&&lodziej. The
Polish lady was a Missionary of Charity for 5 yedis the cellar of the homeless shelter therevateable books, jewellery
and gold. What happens to them? -- The sistersvetfeem with smiles, and keep them. Most of tHesaround uselessly
forever."

The millions that are donated to the order haviendla fate. Susan Shields (formerly Sr Virgin) sajThe money was not
misused, but the largest part of it wasn't useadlatVhen there was a famine in Ethiopia, many clescarrived marked ‘for
the hungry in Ethiopia'. Once | asked the sisteo wias in charge of accounts if | should add uphalse very many cheques
and send the total to Ethiopia. The sister answeékky we don't send money to Africa.' But | contd to make receipts to

the donors, 'For Ethiopia'.

By the accounts of former sisters, the financesaayee way street. "We were always told, the faat tve receive more than
other orders, shows that God loves Mother Teresa mbsays Susan Shields. Donations and hefty batdnces are a
measure of God's love. Taking is holier than giving

The sufferers are the ones for whom the donatiare wriginally intended. The nuns run a soup kitcizeNew York's
Bronx. Or, to put in straight, they have it run fbem, since volunteer helpers organise everythirediiding food. The
sisters might distribute it. Once, Shields remerspire helpers made an organisational mistakéyegodould not deliver
bread with their meals. The sisters asked theiesapif they could buy the bread. "Out of the di@s-- we are a poor
organisation." came the reply. "In the end, thermbd not get their bread," says Shields. Shiekks déxperienced countless
such incidents. One girl from communion class ditlappear for her first communion because her nathéd not buy her
a white communion dress. So she had to wait ang#w®ar, but as that particular Sunday approachexdhal the same
problem again. Shields (Sr Virgin) asked the sugéfithe order could buy the girl a white dresgiadn, she was turned
down-- gruffly. The girl never had her first communic
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Because of the tightfistedness of the rich order,"poorest of the poor" -- orphans in Indiguffer the most. The nuns ru
home in Delhi, in which the orphans wait to be addgy, in many cases, by foreigners. As usualctists of running the
home are borne not by the order, but by the fuldi@ptive parents. In Germany the organisation @¢&l® Infante has the
monopoly of mediation role for these children. Tiead, Carla Wiedeking, a personal friend of Moffenesa'’s, wrote a
letter to Donors, Supporters and Friends which ran:

"On my September vist | had to witness 2 or 3 ebitddying in the same cot, in totally overcrowdedms with not a square
inch of playing space. The behavioural problemsirgias a result cannot be overlooked." Mrs Wiettpkippeals to the
generosity of supporters in view of her powerlessrie the face of the children's great needs. Hessress?! In an
organisation with a billion-fortune, which has 81&s as much money available to it as UNICEF is &b#pend in all of
India? The Missionaries of Charity has have thermaea buy cots and build orphanagesyith playgrounds. And they ha
enoungh money not only for a handful orphans irhDielit for many thousand orphans who struggle fiovisal in the
streets of Delhi, Bombay and Calcutta.

Saving, in Mother Teresa's philosophy, was a cewnddae in itself. All very well, but as her poorganisation quickly grew
into a rich one, what did she do with her pictujesiels, inherited houses, cheques or suitcasksffaioney? If she wished
to she could now cater to people not by obsessinelylging in saving, but instead through well thbttout spending. But
the Nobel Prize winner did not want an efficiergamisation that helped people efficiently. Fulpoide, she called the
Missionaries of Charity the "most disorganised aigation in the world". Computers, typewriters, fitopiers are not
allowed. Even when they are donated, they areltmted to be installed. For book-keeping the sistese school
notebooks, in which they write in cramped pencifigdres. Until they are full. Then everything imsed and the notebook
used again. All in order to save.

For a sustainable charitable system, it would Hemeen sensible to train the nuns to become nuessshérs or managers. |
a Missionary of Charity nun is never trained foytaing further.

Fueklled by her desire for un-professionalism, Motheresa decisions from year to year became ewea bizarre. Once,
says Susan Shields, the order bought am emptyibgifcom the City of New York in order to look aft&IDS patients.
Purchase price: 1 dollar. But since handicappeglpegould also be using the house, NY City managenmsisted on the
installation of a lift (elevator). The offer of thi& was declined: to Mother they were a sign afalth. Finally the nuns gave
the building back to the City of New York.

While the Missionaries of Charity have already withhelp from the starving in Ethiopia or the ormpién India -- despite
having received donations in their names -- theeethers who are being actively harmed by therosgdion's ideology of
disorganisation. In 1994, Robin Fox, editor of pinestigious medical journal Lancet, in a commentaryhe catastrophic
conditions prevailing in Mother Teresa's homesgckhd the professional world by saying that anyesysttic operation was
foreign to the running of the homes in India: TRi@ats were not isolated, and syringes were washkdkewarm water
before being used again. Even patients in unbeah were refused strong painkillers, not becéus@rder did not have
them, but on principle. "The most beautiful gift Boperson is that he can participate in the sinffjesf Christ," said Mother
Teresa. Once she had tried to comfort a screanuiffigrer, "You are suffering, that means Jesusssikg you." The suffere
screamed back, furious, "Then tell your Jesusdp kissing me."

The English doctor Jack Preger once worked in tméhfor the dying. He says, "If one wants to giweel, understanding
and care, one uses sterile needles. This is prpliablrichest order in the world. Many of the dythgre do not have to be
dying in a strictly medical sense." The British paper Guardian described the hospice as an "seaghform of neglectful
assistance".

It seems that the medical care of the orphansrifiynany better. In 1991 the head of Pro Infant&armany sent a
newsletter to adoptive parents:"Please check théityaof the vaccinations of your children. We ast that in some case
they have been vaccinated with expired vaccinesjtbrvaccines that had been rendered useless fppar strotage
conditions." All this points to one thing, somethithat Mother Teresa reiterated very frequentlizgén speeches ai
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addresses -- that she far more concerened withfliée death than the mortal life.

Mother Teresa's business was : Money for a goodatence. The donors benefitted the most from Tris. poor hardly.
Whosoever believed that Mother Teresa wanted togmakthe world, eliminate suffering or fight poversymply wanted to
believe it for their own sakes. Such people didlist¢n to her. To be poor, to suffer was a gdaboast an ambition or an
achievement for her and she imposed this goal tipmse under her wings; her actual ordained goalthebereafter.

With growing fame, the founder of the order becammewhat conscious of the misconceptioons on whietMother
Teresa phenomenon was based. She wrote a few aoddsung them outside Mother House:

"Tell them we are not here for work, we are hereJ&sus. We are religious above all else. We arsawal workers, not
teachers, not doctors. We are nuns."

One question then remains: For what, in that cs@uns need so much money?

http://members.lycos.co.uk/bajl
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